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Aqaba to fixport more phosphates 

AMMAN (Petra) — A new leading facility with a capacity to 
handle l ,000 tonnes of phosphates per hour will be constructed at 
, Aqaba port; thereby raising the annual exports of phosphates by 
apjnmihiately one to. one and a half million tonnes. An agr- 
" cement for constructing the loading facility, which will cater for 
small ships, -was concluded . Saturday between the Ministry of 
Transport and a West German company. The facility, which will 
be completed in November 1 985, will bring.the export capacity to 
the pdrt to six million tonnes a year. The existing phosphate 
Joadmg pier in Aqaba has two other loading facilities, each with a 
capacity of handling 2;100 tonnes per hour. The new agreement 
coraes.in implementation of the Ports Corporation's plan to pro- 
vide the Jordan Phosphates Mines Company (JPMC) with enh- 
anced facilities to export its products abroad. 



An indep 


King congratulates India, Australia 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent 
cables of good wishes to Indian President Zail Singh on the 
occasion of the anniversary of India's Republic Day and to Aus- 
tralian Governor-General Sir Linian Stephen on the occasion of 
the anniversary' of Australia’s National Day. In his cables, the 
King, on his own behalf and in the name of the government and 
people of Jordan, wished Mr. Singh and Sir Linian every success 
and progress in leading their countries' people to further pro- 
sperity. The Indian ambassador to Jordan. Mr. Pyarc Lai San- 
loshi. and the Austrian Ambassador. Mr. Richard Gale, hosted 
receptions Saturday evening to mark the occasions. The Indian 
community also held celebrations at their ambassador s residence 
Saturday morning. 

Delhi marks Republic Day amid tight security, page 8 
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Nazareth workers 
. stage protest. 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hundreds of 
Palestinian workers in the occ- 
upied city of Nazareth Friday 
demonstrated against continuing 
unemployment and deteriorating 
living conditions. Radio Israel said 
Saturday. Israeli factories had alr- 
eady reduced the number of Pal- 
estinian workers in view of the 
economic crisis the Jewish state is 
currently passing through. Pal- 
estinian workers have been 
prime target for such curtailments, 
thus contributing to creating inc- 
reasi ng unemployme nt amongst 
Palestinian workers. 

8 Iraqi children 
hit in Iranian shelling 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
eight children were wounded 
when Iranian shells hit a primary 
school in thesouihern Iraqi port of 
Basra Saturday. A military spo- 
kesman said that altogether 10 
people were injured from the she- 
lling which began at 0830 (0530 
GMT). “This crime will not go 
unpunished... we possess means of 
destruction that the Iranian rulers 
cannot face and that will turn civ- 
ilian targets inside Iran upside 
down." he said. 

China denies arms 
deals with Israel 

PEKING (R) — China Saturday 
denied more reports of arms pur- 
chases from Israel, with which it 
has no diplomatic ties. "Our pos- 
ition is known to all that wc have 
no dealings with Israel. Such rep- 
ons dre sheer rumours.” a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman told Reuters. 
Last Thursday, -the . Washington 
Times newspaper quoted U.S. 
State Department and defence 
industry sources as saying Israel 
was believed to be selling $1 bil- 
lion worth of weapons to China 
and kept 200 military advisers 
there. 


Dhaka rejects 
Libyan diplomat 

DHAKA (AP) — A newly named 
head of the ’Libyan diplomatic 
mission here departed Friday after 
16 days in the post, after the Ban- 
gladesh government refused to 
accept his credentials, diplomatic 
sources said Saturday. A Middle 
East diplomatic source, who asked 
not to be further identified, said 
the government would not accept 
Ibrahim Salem in the post because 
of alleged terrorist connections. 
Salem, a close associate of Libyan 
leader Muammar Oadhaii. is^bcl- 
ieved to be an “architect of int- 
ernational terrorism" encouraged 
by Libya, he charged. 

Nyerere begins 
1-day Oman visit 

MUSCAT (R) — Tanzanian Pre- 
sident Julius Nyererc arrived in 
Muscat Saturday on a 24-hour 
state visit during which he will 
seek Omani support for a non- 
aligned appeal lor an end to the 
nuclear arms race. Mr. Nyerere 
and his foreign minister. Ben- 
jamin Mkapa. arc due in New 
Delhi cm Monday for a meeting of 
six non-aligned heads of state or 
government to follow up the app- 
eal. Tanzanian officials said. 
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Washington, Moscow name teams 

Arms talks resume on 
March 12 in Geneva 


LONDON (Agencies) — The United States 
and the Soviet Union will resume arms con- 
trol negotiations on March 12 in Geneva, 
simultaneous announcements in Washington 
and Moscow said Saturday. * 


'“The United States and the Sov- 
iet Union have agreed to begin 
negotiations on nuclear and space 
arms on March 12. 1985 in Gen- 
eva." the White House said in a 
written statement. 

The United States has chosen 
the three leaders of its delegation 
to the new talks — Washington 
lawyer Max Kampelman. former 
Texas Senator John Tower and 
career diplomat Maynard Gli- 
tman. 

Mr. Kampelman. ambassador 
to the Madrid conference on Eur- 
opean security, will head the ove- 
rall delegation and also will be the 
chief negotiator on space-based 
and defensive systems. g 

Mr. Tower, former chairman of 
the armed serv ices committee who 
retired this year, will take charge 
of negotiations on int- 
ercontinental strategic nuclear 
arms. 

Mr. Glitman, U.S. rep- 
resentative to what the West calls, 
the mutual balanced ..force red- 
uction (MB FR) talks in Vienna, 
will be negotiator for 
intermediate-range missiles in 
Europe. 

Edward Rowny and Paul Nitze. 
U.S. negotiators at the strategic 
andimermcdiatc-range talks thar 
were broken off by Moscow in 
November. 1983. will serve as 
special advisers. 

The official Soviet news agency 
TASS said In Moscow the Soviet 
side at the talks would be headed 
by Viktor Karpov. Yuli Kvitsinsky 


and Aleksei Obukhov. 

Mr. Karpov would also head the 
entire delegation. TASS said. 

Mr. Kvitsinsky headed the Sov- 
iet delegation at talks with the 
United States which broke up in 
November. 1983. when the Soviet 
side pulled out of the Geneva neg- 
otiations on medium-range nuc- 
lear missiles in Europe. 

The fresh round of talks in 
March will be the first major 
Easr-West disarmament neg- 
otiations since then. 

The three sets of separate but 
.related talks were agreed to in pri- 
nciple during meetings between 
U.S. Secretary of StaLe George 
Shultz and Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei Gromyko in Geneva 
on Jan. 7 and 8. 

The announcements, mark the 
resumption of U.S.-Soviet arms 
negotiations after a 1 4-month hia- 
tus. 

U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
in his inaugural address after 
being sworn in for a second four- 
year term this week, pledged to 
work with rhe Soviet Union for 
nuclear arms reductions. 

But he also stressed his plans to 
press ahead with his strategic def- 
ence initiative (SDI). a $26-biIIIou 
"anri-Tnfssile -research- programme 
commonly known as“Star Wars”. 

Mr. Nitze was quoted Saturday 
as saying the United States and the 
Soviet Union were far apart on 
Mr. Reagan's strategic concept 
which he said would be the cen- 
trepiece of the American position 


in the new talks. 

Moscow is bitterly opposed to 
Mr. Reagan's plan to build a 
space-based anti-missile defence 
system and has suggested “Star 
Wars" could derail prospects for 
arms control agreements in other 
areas. 

But Mr. Reagan said such a shi- 
eld “could render nuclear wea- 
pons obsolete." 

Mr. Nitze. according to the 
Washington Post, last month dra- 
fted a new strategic concept which 
was approved by the president and 
later relayed by Mr. Shultz to Mr. 
Gromyko at their Geneva mee- 
ting. 

“For the next 10 years we sho- 
uld seek a radical reduction in the 
number and power of existing and 
planned offensive and defensive 
nuclear arms, whether land- 
based. space-based or otherwise." 
the Post quoted Mr. Nitze as say- 
ing at a meeting with reporters. 

It said another element of the 
U.S. position, according to Mr. 
Nitze. was that “we should even 
now be looking forward to a per- 
iod of transition, beginning pos- 
sibly 10 years from now. to eff- 
ective non-nuclear defensive for- 
ces. including defences against 
offensive nuclear arms." 

Mr. Nitze and Mr. Kvitsinsky 
were involved in the famous" walk- 
in the woods" two years ago when, 
they tried to reach agreement thr- 
ough informal discussions. 

Mr. Karpov was t he chief Soviet 
negotiator at Strategic Arms Red-' 
uction Talks (START) in 1982 
and 1983 and Mr. Obukhov was 
his first deputy. 

Both Mr. Karpov and Mr. Obu- 
khov were in Mr. Gromyko's 
party at the January meeting with 
Mr. Shultz. 


5 Iranians 
go on trial 
in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait's state 
security court began the trial Sat- 
urday of five Iranian expatriate 
workers charged with conspiring 
to undermine the Kuwaiti ins- 
titutions and commit acts of sab- 
otage in this oil-producing cou- 
ntry. 

They were identified as Hussein 
Sadiqi. owner of a sanitary equ- 
ipment showroom. Abul Hassan 
Salami, taxi driver. Hassan Abadi. 
tailor. Abul Hassan Ali. tailor, 
and Gholam Akbar. barber. 

In a brief opening session, the 
prosecutor accused the five of 
complicity in planning sabotage of 
the 40-siorcy building of the Min- 
isiry or Information, to which 
Kuwait's radio and television are 
annexed. 

The five were also accused of 
unlicensed possession of amm- 
unition with which they planned to 
manufacture explosives, and in 
joining an unspecified und- 
rground group aiming to “spread 
destructive ideology." 

No further details were given 
from the trial which later con- 
tinued in camera. The court was 
presided by Counsellor Ghazi Al 
Sanimar. 

There is an implicit link bet- 
ween the trial of these five and 
that which started last week of a 
2-year-old Kuwaiti national, also 
charged with subversion and the 
spreading of an ideology aimed at 
undermining Kuwait's “basic val- 
ues.” 

The trial ol Mehdi Gholoum has 
been continuing in secret. 

Knowledgeable sources said the 
six accused were believed to be 
members of the pro-Iranian Al 
Daawa Party, the Islamic fun- 
damentalist underground group 
which was blamed for the spate of 
bomb atracks against the U.S. and 
French embassies and four public 
utilities here in Dec. 1983. 

There are an estimated 60.000 
Iranian expatriate workers in 
Kuwait which has a population of 
1.6 million. 

Kuwait's interior minister. She- 
ikh Nawaf Al Ahmad, meanwhile 
advised the nation against “lis- 
tening to provocative rumours 
seeking to create confusion." 


Reagan may boost arms 
aid to Israel by 21% 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan's adm- 
inistration is nearing a decision lo 
ask Congress for a 2 1 per cem inc- 
rease in arms aid for Israel.xlespiie 
pressures for holding U.S. gov- 
ernment spending at current lev- 
els. an administration official said 
Friday. 

The administration, however, 
intends to delay action on an Isr- 
aeli emergency economic aid req- 
uest until the economically ailing 
country clarifies the reforms it will 
undertake, said the official, who 
insisted on not being identified. 

The decision on military aid 
probably will be made by the time 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin holds talks here beginning 
on Monday with Defence Sec- 
retary Caspar W. Weinberger, the 
official said. 

Israel, the top U.S. aid rec- 
eipient. is receiving $1.4 billion in 
arms grants this year, and the inc- 
rease would bring that amount to 
$1.7 billion, the official said. 

The military aid for next year 
also would be entirely in the form, 
of grams, meaning it would not 
have to be repaid. A final figure 
depends on some minor jud- 
gments by rhe office of man- 
agement and budget and other 
departments, said the official. 

As a result of the iy7N Camp 
David accords that led to an 
Egyptian- Israeli treaty. Egypt is a 
close second «o Israel in the amo- 
unt of aid received, and it. too. is 
seeking a sizeable increase for 
next year. 

Congress usually approves 
more aid for Israel than the adm- 
inistration asks, but this year con- 
cerns about record U.S. gov- 
ernmeni spending deficits squeeze 
could have an impact on con- 
sideration. 

The inclination to provide 
about $1.7 billion follows talks 
held here before Christmas bet- 
ween Israeli and U.S. officials. 
Israel asked for $2.1 billion in 
arms aid. 

Israel also asked for $800 mil- 
lion in emergency economic help 
For the current year. It is that req- 
uest which is being held up "unlit 
we see their reform programme.” 
the official said. 

The forma! Israeli economic aid 
request for 1986 is $1.9 billion, up 


from the $ 1 .2 billion in cash grants 
for this year. 

Inflation and the costs of the 
invasion and occupation of Leb- 
anon have increased the burdens 
on Israel's ailing economy, in 
1 983 the country had a balance of 
payments deficit of $5.3 billion, 
but apparently cut it by about 
one-third last year. 

Mr. Rabin, a former prime min- 
ister and once ambassador to 
Washington, will arrive Sunday 
from Tel Aviv. 

Besides meeting with Mr. Wei- 
nberger on Monday, he also will 
have talks with Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz and Robert C. 
McFarlane. the U.S. national sec- 
urity adviser. 

Mr. Rabin meets with General 
John Vessey. chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the top uni- 
formed officer in the U.S. military, 
and members of the House of 
Representatives Foreign Affairs 
Committee on Tuesday and wiih 
members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and Senate Armed 
Services Committees on Wed- 
nesday. He may also see President 
Reagan on Wednesday. 

In a press briefing in Was- 
hington Friday. Edward Dje- 
rejian. the newly-appointed State 
Department deputy spokesman, 
said Mr. Rabin's visit to the U.S. 
was in response to an invitation by 
Mr. Weinberger. 

Conducting his first press bri- 
efing after he was named to suc- 
ceed Alan Romberg Iasi week. 
Djerejian confirmed that Mr. 
Rabin will also meet Mr. Shultz. 

However, the deputy spo- 
kesman-declined comment on Fri- 
day's Washington Post article that 
said the administration plans to 
ask Congress to approve app- 
roximately SI .y billion in security 
assistance for Israel under the for- 
thcoming 1986 fiscal year budget. 

"As you know, from this pod- 
ium. I can't gel into any discussion 
on specific military or economic 
aid level figures." Djerejian told 
reporters. "And I’m nol going to 
get into the substance of our dip- 
lomatic exchanges wiih ihe gov- 
ernment of Israel.” Nor. he said, 
would he discuss internal del- 
iberations of the U.S. government 
on the issue of assistance to Israel. 



AP witepholn 

MONTE CARLO RALLY I The participant cars of the 

33rd Monte Carlo Rally are lined under Ihe KilTel Timer as hundreds 
of fans throng lo see the start of the prestigious event Saturday (See 
page 6> ■ 


U.S. remains opposed 
to Mideast conference 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The 
Security Council was informed 
Friday that the United Slates rem- 
ained firm in its opposition to the 
convening of a L l. N. -sponsored 
international peace conference on 
Ihe Middle East. 

An American official, speaking 
on condition that he not be ide- 
ntified. said a recent U.S.-Soviet 
agreement to meet soon to discuss 
Middle East issues signalled no 
change in Washington's rejection 
of the proposed internal tonal con- 
ference. 

Israel, which is not a council 
member but which would be a key 
participant in the planned con- 
ference. also remains adamantly 
opposed to an international con- 
ference. 

Soviet Ambassador Oleg A. 
Troyanovsky. on emerging from 
Friday's closed- door meeting of 
the 15-nation Security Council, 
reiterated his government's strong 
support for a conference that 
would bring together Israel and all 
other parties involved in the Mid- 
dle East conflict, including the 
Palesrine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). as well us the Soviet Union 
and the United States. 

At the request of Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
French Ambassador Claude de 
Kemoularia within the last week 


had made new soundings ol cou- 
ncil members on the proposed 
conference, which has the backing 
of the majority o| the 15«- 
member U.N. General Assembly. 

In a report prepared lor Fri- 
days private meeting of the cou- 
ncil. Mr. De Kemoularia informed 
the peacekeeping body that there 
was “no unanimity in the council 
on the question." according to a 
French source. 

While the majority of council 
members supported the proposal, 
he w'as quoted as saying, several 
Western council members felt the 
lime was not ripe for such a con- 
ference anJ one. the United Sta- 
tes. categorically opposed the 
idea. 

Although noi opposed in pri- 
nciple. Britain and France have 
said that an international con- 
ference would be impractical 
given the present discord in the 
Middle East. Australia and Den- 
mark. two new Western members 
holding two-year seats, were said 
to have echoed this view. 

No date or place has been set as 
yet for w hat Robert C. McFarlane. 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan's 
national security adviser, has said 
would be an “exchange of views" 
with the Soviets on Middle East 
issues. 


U.S. maintains almost 
total blackout on shuttle 


HOUSTON (Agencies) — The 
crew of the shuttle Discovery 
spent their third day in orbit aro- 
und the Eanh Saturday with the 
U.S. space agency maintaining an 
almost total blackout on how the 
secret military mission is going. 

Brief repons released by the 
agency eveiy eight hours gave no 
details, the latest repeating earlier 
statements that "Discovery, its 
crew and the elements of the space 
transportation system are per- 
forming satisfactorily." 

The main task of ihe crew of five 
military officers is in launch u sat- 
ellite. 

Bui ihe air force, ciling reasons 
of “national security." has refused 
lo discuss how it will be used. 

The most common theory is that 
the satellite will spy on the Soviet 
Union by intercepting electronic 
signals uansmilled in that cou- 
ntry. 

Sources report the payload car- 
ried by Discovery is an advanced 


version ol an irttelJigence- 
»a therms satellite that is to be 
parked in stationary orbit 25.887 
kilometres above the Equator 
smith or the Soviet Union. Its ass- 
ignment. they say. is lo ele- 
ctronically view large areas of 
Europe. Asia and Africa and int- 
ercept selected radio, radio- 
telephone. microwave and sat-'- 
cllitc communications. 

The Soviets apparently have 
their own new electronic eav- 
esdropper in space. Published rep- 
orts said recently that on Sepi. 28. 
they launched their largest mil- 
itary satellite yet and lhai it listens 
in on radio communications and 
data from an S36 kilometre orbit 
that takes it over I he United States 
frequently. 

The space agency has declined 
to say how long the mission will 
last. 

It has promised, however, to 
give 16 hours' notice of the lan- 
ding. 


Hoss under pressure to 
reconsider resignation 


BEIRUT (AP) — A key minister 
in the Lebanese government. 
Salim AJ Hoss. submitted his res- 
ignation on Saturday, but other 
cabinet ministers immediately 
began urgent efforts to get him to 
reconsider. 

The 55-year-old Hoss. a former 
prime minister, held the portfolios 
of labour and education in the coa-. 
lition government formed in last 
April by Prime Minister Rashid 
K a rami. 

But the American-educated 
Sunni Muslim leader was better 
known as the "fireman" in the 
nine-member. Christ ian-Muslint 
cabinet for his ability to help arr- 
ange compromises in crisis sit- 
uations. 

His resignation, therefore, 
would be a serious blow to the cab- 
inet at a time it is grappling with a 
deepening economic recession, 
lawlessness in the capital, and the 


need to get the Lebanese army in 
position to move south when the 
Israeli occupation army begins 
pulling back. 

News ol the resignation sur- 
faced while Mr. Kara mi was hol- 
ding his regular Saturday meeting 
with Lebanese President Amin 
Gcmayel. 

Nabih Berri. the Shi' ite Muslim 
leader who serves as state minister 
for South Lebanon, told reporters 
that Mr. Karami was in touch with 
Mr. Hoss " to convince him to back 
down." 

Saying that he did nol consider 
the resignation "legal or official.'' 
Mr. Berri added: “There is a gen- 
eral atmosphere that makes all 
conscientious people like Mr. 
Hoss deeply hurl by the current 
situation, especially when one 
feels Llial there arc no reforms at 
the time Lebanon is facing several 
challenges." 


Klibi stresses international 
role in efforts for peace 

PARIS (Petra) — Arab League 
Secretary-General Chadli klibi 
has stressed the importance of the 
rote ol the international com- 
munity. the Soviet llnion in par- 
ticular. in etlons for peace in the 
Middle East and called for int- 
ensified Arab moves to involve 
world nations in the search lor a 
solution to the region's conflict. 

In an interview with the Paris- 
based Arabic-languago weekly Al 
Musiaqbai. Mr. Klibi also stressed 
the urgency to hold the much- 
delayed Arab summit. 

Mr. Klibi described the l g Mi 
Arab summit, held in Amman, as 
a "turning point in the history ol 
joint Arab action and inter-Arab 
cooperation." During the Amman 
summit, lie said. Arab leaders, for 
the first time, endorsed a number 
of important documents related to 
joint Arab strategy in the field of 
economy. 

In reply to a question on pos- 
sible European el forts for peace in 
the Middle East. Mr. Klibi told Al 
Musiaqbal that Italy, the current 


president of the European Com- 
munity 1 EC), is seeking to mil rate 
new efforts. 

Mr. Klibi. who visited Rome 
and held talks with Italian Premier. 
Bcninn Craxi and Foreign Min- 
ister Guilin Andrcniti earlier this 
month, said: "The Italian gov- 
ernment is in the process of eva- 
luating all thoughts on the matter 
(the search tor peace in the Middle 
East) in order to present them to 
the EC meetings scheduled to be 
held in the end ol March." 

Relaxing to the next Arab 
summit, which was originally sch- 
eduled to be held in November in 
Riyadh. Saudi Arabia, but pos- 
tponed due to inter- Arab dif- 
ferences. Mr. Klibi said the con- 
ference. whenever and wherever 
held, will tackle two major issues: 
“Bringing Arab opinion closer on 
certain issues and strengthening 
Arab credibility in support of eff- 
orts lor peace and stability in the 
Middle East." 

Arab League delegation to pursue 
dialogue with KC. page 2 


Paris killing raises fears of 
increased leftist action 


PARfS (R) — The shooting ol a 
top French official could indicate a 
change ol tactics by the left-wing 
urban guerrilla group Action Dlr- 
ecte. which has claimed res- 
ponsibility for the attack, police 
said Saturday. 

Rcnc Audran. 55. a director ol 
international a Muirs al the Def- 
ence Ministry, was kilted Friday 
night as he was driving home in the 
west of Paris. 

He died in what police called an 
Italian-stylc" attack as an uns- 
pecified. number of urban gue- 
rrillas fired eight bullets at him 
point-blank as he was still seated 
in his car. 

The police pointed out that Act- 
ion Directe. whose curlier bomb 
attacks were directed against pri- 
vate banks and government bui- 
ldings. had never before singled 
out one person as a target. 

A statement telephoned to 1 a 
newspaper soon after the killing 
said Action Directe had "exe- 


cuted" Mr. Audran. 

The apparently well-planned 
killing was carried out 1 1 days 
after Action Directe and the Red 
Army Faction (RAF) announced 
they were forming a “ political- 
military front in Western Europe" 
to attack NATO targets. 

Action Directe has claimed res- 
ponsibility for a scries of bomb 
attacks in Paris which began in 
19KQ. Three of its members were 
charged with murder last year in 
connection with the killing of two 
policemen in May. iyK3. 

In Washington, the State Dep- 
artment said Friday the United 
States was working with its allies 
to combat terrorist activities fol- 
lowing a spate of bomb attacks 
against NATO fitel pipelines in 
Belgium. 

It identified Action Directs and 
the RAF. along with the Fighting 
Communist Cells (CCC) in Bel- 
gium. as three anti-NATO gue- 
rrilla groups active in Europe. 


Virginia plant ‘ absolutely 
safe’, Union Carbide says 


DANBURY. Connecticut lR) — 
A Union Carbide official has lab- 
elled as “purely hypothetical" a 
company report warning that its 
West Virginia plant could exp- 
erience a disaster similar to the 
one that killed 2.5flfl people at its 
plant in Bhopal. India. 

Jackson Browning, vice pre- 
sident of health, safely and env- 
ironmental affairs, also confirmed 
that 28 teaks ol deadly methyl iso- 
cyanate gas had occurred at the 
plant, in Institute. West Virginia, 
in ihe last five years. 

But he said the company had to 
inform tcderal officials of only one 
of ihe leaks, a 2.27-kilogramme 
spill. Federal law requires rep- 
orting ol any leak «it over one 
pound. 

The report was prepared by 
Union Carbide in July 1984 and 
released Friday by Congressman 
Henry Waxman. chairman of ihe 
House of Representatives sub- 
committee on health and env- 


ironment. 

It warned that a “runaway rea- 
ction" could occur at the plant, 
causing a leak of methyl iso- 
cyanate. 

Just tour months after the rep- 
on was issued, such a reaction 
occurred at the Bhopal plant and 
30 tons of the gas were released in 
the world's worst industrial dis- 
aster. 

But Mr. Browning insisted Fri- 
day the West Virginia plant was 
“absolutely safe" and there was 
no possibility of such an accident 
occurring there. 

“The report gave a worst case 
scenario. U look four or five pos- 
sibilities. .pui them all together, 
and said. ' what if this that and the 
other all happened together*.'' 
Mr. Browning said. “ It was a cha- 
llenge to management to come up 
with answers for what, quite fra- 
nkly. would be an almost imp- 
ossible series of events." he 
added. 
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2 Home-Middle East news 

Cyprus seeks U.S. help to 
break impasse in talks 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Presideut Spyros Kyp- 
rianou said Saturday be asked to meet U.S. Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan in the wake of last week’s 
breakdown of the latest effort to re-unite his war- 
divided island. 

“I feel certain that it would be 
useful to hold discussions at this 
level.” Mr. Kyprianou told a press 
conference at his presidential pal- 
ace. 

No date has been fixed for such 
a meeting, but Cyprus was in con- 
tact with the U.S. government 
about this, he added. 

Mr. Kyprianou said he sum- 
moned the conference to explain 
the reasons that led to the bre- 
akdown of his summit meeting 
with Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash at the United Nations 
last week. 


The meeting at the United Nat- 
rons in New York was held in the 
presence of the U.N. Secretary 
General. Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
It broke down on Sunday after 
four days following vastly dif- 
ferent interpretations by Mr. Kyp- 
rianou and Mr. Denktash of a 
“preliminary draft agreement" 
prepared by Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
following three separate meetings 
. with the two leaders over the pre- 
vious three months. 

Mr. Kyprianou refused to give a 
clear answer when asked whether 
the United States government was 
asked to intervene to rescue the 
summit meeting when it became 
clear it was headed for a bre- 
akdown. 

• * 

“There were certain contacts, 
but allow me to say that the sec- 
retary general and the United Sta- 
tes could say something about 
this." he replied. 

The United States has long exp- 
ressed an interest in settling the 
Cyprus problem, one of the main 
causes of a deep rift between its. 
NATO allies. Greece and Turkey. 

President Reagan is required to 
submit a report to Congress every 
two months on progress achieved 
toward a Cyprus settlement. This 



Spyros Kyprianou 

followed the lifting of an arms 
embargo imposed by Congress on 
Turkey for using U.S.-supplied. 
. weapons to invade and occupy the 
northern pan of the island in 
1974. 

The Turkish action, ostensibly 
to protect the Turkish Cypriot 
minority, followed a coup d'etat 
by Greek Cypriot extremists see- 
king the union of Cyprus with 
Greece. 

The Kyprianou-D'euktash 
summit was the first meeting bet- 
ween the two Cypriot leaders in 
five years. It was designed to reach 
agreement on a framework for the 
establishment of a bizonal fed- 
eration that would re- unite the isl- 
and which has been partitioned 
since the Turkish invasion. 

During the press conference 
Mr. Kyprianou reiterated that the 
summit “did not prove productive 
simply because the Turkish side 
refused to negotiate or to discuss 
anything and stubbornly insisted 
on the signing of the documents as 
they stood." 

“We accepted those documents 
as a basis for the holding of neg- 
otiations to find a framework for a 
comprehensive solution to the 
Cyprus problem." he added. 


'V 


. The collapse of the summit has 
already resulted in a deterioration 
of the situation in Cyprus with 
Friday’s announcement by Mr. 
Denktash for the staging of pre- 
sidential and parliamentary ele- 
ctions next June in the Turkish- 
controlled part of the island. 

The Greek Cypriot side regards 
the staging of the elections as a 
step to strengthen the breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot state proclaimed 
unilaterally in November 1983. 

The establishment of the sec- 
essionist state was proclaimed 
“legally invalid" by the U.N. Sec- 
urity Council, which called for the 
cancellation of the move. Turkey 
has been the only foreign gov-; 
era meat to recognise the bre-. 
akaway state to date. 

An official Cyprus government 
announcement Saturday charged 
that the Turkish Cypriot decision 
to stage elections' 4 undermines the 
efforts of the U.N. secretary gen- 
eral and violates U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 550,” bra- 
nding the establishment of the 
breakaway state illegal. 

The statement added that Cyp- 
rus Foreign Minister. George lac- 
ovou. in a letter to the U.N. sec- 
retary general points out that the 
Turkish move ' 4 constitutes con- 
tempt for the repeated appeals of 
the secretary general for avoiding 
any activity or decisions that 
would destroy the climate in view 
of the new summit meeting.” 

Following the collapse of the 
first summit Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
declared that the gap dividing the 
two sides “has never been so nar- 
row," and invited the two Cypriot 
leaders to meet again before the 
end of Februaiy. 

Mr. Kyprianou declared his 
readiness to attend a second sum- 
mit whenever the secretary gen- 
eral decides. 

Mr. Denktash has said he may 
not be able to attend a second 
summit before receiving ins- 
tructions from the new parliament 
to emerge after the elections, now 
fixed for June 23. 




DYING GASPSl A paramedic works Sat- died moments later in a refugee camp in eastern 
urday to save the life of an Ethiopian refugee w ho Sudan (AP wire photo) . , 

Chad, accusing Libya of occupation, 
calls for Security Council meeting 


UNITED NATIONS ( R) — Chad 
has called for a meeting of the 
Security Council, accusing Libya 
with continued interference in its 
affairs and with illegally oocupying 
550.000 square kilometres of its 
territory. 

The charges came in a letter to 
council President Claude de 
Kemoularia of France, from Cha- 
dian Charge <f Affaires Ngare 
Kessely. 

No dare has yet been set for a 
council meeting.' 

Council sources said the' Cha- 
dian foreign minister was flying to 
New York and was expected to 
confer with the council president 
on Monday. 

Libya supports former Chadian 
President Goukouni Oueddei. 
who has been waging a prolonged 
struggle to overthrow Mr. Habre. 

France, which sent troops to 
Chad to halt a southward advance 
by Libyan-backed forces, reached 
an agreement with Libya late last 
year for a mutual pull-back. Mr. 
Habre later said Libya had failed 
to respect the accord. 

The Security Council last met to 


hear a complaint by Chad against 
Libya in August 1983 but adj- 
ourned after an inconclusive deb- 
ate spread over four weeks. 

Meanwhile, thousands of ref- 
ugees from Chad and starving 
Sudanese have converged on a 
small reception camp in northern g 
Sudan, United Nations officials, 
said Friday. 

The officials, of the office of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), said 17.000 
.Chadians and Sudanese seeking 
food had gathered at a camp being 
set up at Azeme near the Chadian 
border to accommodate 10.000 
drought victims. 

They said half of them had cro- 
ssed from Chad and the rest were 
Sudanese from the province of 
northern Darfur, where the Kha- 
rtoum government fears the dro- 
ught may reduce the normal har- 
vest by half. 

Azerne is a small trading centre 
25 kilometres from the northern 
Darfur capital. Geneina. where 
hundreds of Chadian refugees beg* 
for food in the market place while 
their children scratch for grain spi- 


lled by Sudanese traders. 

The U.N. officials, quoting rep- 
orts from Khartoum, said the Aze- 
rne Reception. Centre was meant 
to care for 10,000 but it was imp- 
ossible to keep out many more arr- 
iving on foot and by truck. 

Five weeks ago reporters who 
visited Azerne saw about 1,000 
Chadians and a few Sudanese 
camped behind makeshift bar- 
ricades erected against the cold 
wind. 

They were reduced to eating the 
cotton-seed oilcake they once fed: 
to their cattle, which had died m 
the drought, or foraging for nuts 
and fruit. Children sold firewood 
or begged. 

The U.N. officials said that 
since then they had bought sor- 
ghumat a subsidised price under a 
United States aid programme. 

The Chadians, from the Abectae 
region, said they fled because of 
the drought and threats from men 
in military uniforms. 

The UNHCR and the Sudanese 
government expect up to 60,000 
people to move to feeding centres 
such as Azerne. 


Delay in Israeli pullout ‘would exacerbate tension’ in Lebanon 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — Spe- 
aking about the importance of the 
Shrite 44 factor in the tangled web 
of Lebanon! 5 politics." a former 
Beirut correspondent for the Chr- 
istian Science Monitor said that 
any delays in Israel's withdrawal 
from Lebanon will further rad- 
icalise the Shi'ites and exacerbate 
local tensions. 

Helena Cobban, in a press con- 
ference held at the Middle East 
Institute and sponsored by the 
American Institute on Islamic 
Affairs, reminded her audience 
that the first Israeli withdrawal 
“will only be a" partial wit- 
hdrawal." It will, therefore, “still 
be a cause for hostility” in the 
ShTite areas. She pointed out that 
"the longer they (Israelis) stay." 
the more hostile the Shi'ites are 
going to be by and large." 


The Shi' ites are really desperate 
for peace and security, according 
to Ms. Cobban, and she said if the - 
Israelis pull out in a short time the 
Shi'ites are unlikely to “wage a 
vendetta across the Israeli border 
because they know that the Isr- 
aelis are the strongest power in the 
region and can come back at any- 
time.” 

If the Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon proceeds. Ms. Cobban 
said it can only 44 make things bet- 
ter" for the Shi'ites. She also said 
that Israeli withdrawal “should be 
good" for the Amal leadership 
because it will eliminate “Some of 
the pressure created by the Shi'S-, 
tes. “two very urgent demands". 
The first being Israeli withdrawal 
and the second being "some kind 
of meaningful political reform.” 

Ms. Cobban has idumified-* 4 ihe 


beginning of a historic shift in 
Lebanon's complex inter-sect sys- 
tem" and said that the Sh rites are 
apt to replace the Marofttes "as 
the premier community within the 
system.” 

According to demographic data 
she has gathered, the Shi'ites cur- 
rently represent around one-third 
of the total Lebanese population 
and are recognised as the 44 largest 
single community.” 

She said the Shi'ites have con- 
tinuing reasons for being radical, 
partly because of the suffering 
experienced by the community in 
the past 15 years and the multiple 
uprooting endured by its pop- 
ulation. She described many of the 
Shi’ites as being “near the edge of 
desperation for something like 10 
years now" in financial and social 
terms. Ms. Cobban said it is not 


surprising that the community 
J should be “a host for a lot of rad- 
icalism.” 

— Her paper, titled "The -Shia. 
Community and the Future of 
Lebanon", was published by the' 
American Institute on Islamic 
Affairs and released at the bri- 
efing. Although the Shi'ites were 
the special focus of her mon- 
ograph, she was quick to point 
out: “This is not to say that the 
othercommunilies in Lebanon are 
not important." 

•Besides being the largest rel- 
igious group in Lebanon, Ms. 
Cobban has written that it is"one 
of the most vigorous and dem- 
anding, having experienced a 
broad social and economic ren- 
aissance during the last few dec- 
ades. and having been politicised 
by protracted dislocation and des- 


truction” in the past decade. The 
community “has gone through, 
accelerated 'social and economic 
development" in that period: acc- 
ording to Ms. Cobban. 

WhiJe the leaders of Amal sup- 
port secular rule in Lebanon and 
want reforms in the political sys- 
tem which wiD reflect their inc- 
reasingly powerful position, they 
are also under considerable pre- 
ssure. according to Ms. Cobban, 
from extremists who are inf- 
luenced by the radical wing of 
Shi'ites in Iran. 

Ms. Cobban said it is important 
to understand that although there, 
are historical links between the 
two communities, the Shfites in 
Lebanon are not ‘.‘just a satellite” 
to their counterparts in Tehran.” 
She pointed out that there have 
been reports of” tensions between 


the Revolutionary Guards”, and 
the local Shfites. She also .said 
44 the Lebanese Shf ite community 
is more Lebanese than it js ide*- 
o logically influenced by Tehran", 
although there are ongoing deb- 
ates within the Beirut community 
on “how close their links should 
be.” 

Israel is viewed as “the greater 
of two evils” when assessing the 
occupations of both Israel and 
Syria, according to Ms. Cobban. 
She said the Shfites “have been 
trying to use the Syrian connection 
to help combat the Israeli pre- 
'sence.” She added that, “of cou- 
rse, the Syrians have their own 
interest in this whole business." 

Ms. Cobban contended that the 
U.S. can have a direct and indirect 
influence on events in Lebanon, 
particularly with the Shfites. 
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Two bombs thrown • 
at Israelis in Qalqilia; 


AMMAN (Petra) — Two gre- 
nades were thrown at an Israeli 
military vehicle near the occupied 
West Bank city of Qalqilia Friday 
afternoon, Israel Radio reported. 

The report said a curfew was 
imposed on the city and was lifted 


early Saturday, adding that Sev- 
eral Arab residents were arrested 
following the incident. 

Israeli authorities . have also 
banned travel of Arabs from QaK 
qflia and its suburbs to the Eay 
Bank of Jordan for three days. ' . 


Syria, Libya and Iran 
hold ‘steadfastness’ talks 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran, Syria and 
Libya are bolding “steadfastness” 
talks inTehran on joint action aga- 
inst Israel and United States pol- 
icies in the Middle East, dip- 
lomatic sources said. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 
AJ Shara arrived Saturday to join 
his Libyan and Iranian cou-. 
nterparis for the talks. Libyan 
Foreign Minister Ali Abdul Salam 
A1 Tureiki said on arrival Friday 
the talks would be on “coo- 
rdinating a joint struggle against 
imperial ism, Zionism and col- 
onialism.” 

Deputy Iranian Foreign Min- 
. ister Hossein Sheikholeslam rec- 


ently visited Syria. Algeria, Libya 
and South Yemen — member, of 
the so-called' steadfastness front 
against the Camp David accords 
between Egypt and Israel. 

Iran announced last week that* 
the ** steadfastness front" cou- 
ntries would meet in Tehran but i: 
was not yet known whether Alg- 
eria or South Yemen would in fact 
take pan. 

The diplomatic sources said 
Iran hoped to revitalise the ste- 
adfastness front with “a new name 
and wider aims to counter the new 
axis between Egypt and Jordan" 
and in view of improved relations 
between the U.S. and Iraq* 


Iran lost initiative against' 
Kurds, rebel leader says 


LONDON (R) — The leader of 
Kurdish guerrillas fighting Iran’s 
clerical rulers for autonomy has. 
said that government troops had 
lost the initiative in crushing his 
people's five-year-old rebellion. 

Abdul Rahman Oassemlu. lea- 
der of the Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP) which has 12.000 
fighting men, told Reuters in an 
interview in London that his for- 
ces were frustrating the army and 
Revolutionary Guards by daily 
attacks on their bases. 

b$e said KDP guerrillas overran 
a military base in the north wes- 
tern town of Salmas this month, 
killing 410 guardsmen and cap- 
turing their weapons. The KDP 
lost 1 4 men. 

The rebel leader said the gue- 
rrilla warfare in the rugged mou- 
ntains of western Iran had tied 
down 200,000 Iranian troops gua- 
rding cities and villages in Kurdish 
areas at a rime when Tehran nee- 
ded them to fight Iraq. 

According to recent reports in 
Iran's official press, the Kurds 
.have apparently stepped up their 
campaign -to try to tako>advantage 
of cold weather and heavy snow in 
the region. 

Interior Minister Ali Akbar 


Nateq-Nuri said on Wednesday 
that 80 rebels had besieged a pol- 
ice post for several hours in the 
latest attack before being driven 
off by government troops. 

Mr. Oassemlu. who is on a pub- 
licity tour of Europe, said Tehraji. 
faced with liule prospect of win- 
ning a victory over the rebels, had 
sent representatives late Iasi year 
to work out a political solution in 
the Kurdish problem. ; 

He said negotiations broke 
down after his party refused i? 
accept a ceasefire and hack Jotfn 
-on demands tor an autemomobs 
Kurdistan within Fran. ; 

Mr. Qasseralu said hi> guerrillas 
had killed more than 4.pl>0 Rei- 
ciutiuiiary Gui-rds. and , daicr-v.’. 
the past six months in arr.hu'.r.vs 
and that the rebels were income 
of most rural areas in the region 
. Major Kurdish urban centres 
.have been in the hands ofthe gov- 
-emment since 1981. when the 
KDP was forced out of the towns 
of Bukan and Oshnavieh. . * 

Mr. Oassemlu said he was not 
contemplating an offensive tfrtvc- 
apiure cities because losses would 
be high and the cost of running 
public .services was beyond 4 he 
means of the KDP. 


Syria declares amnesty for 
members of Muslim Brotherhood 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria has 
declared an amnesty for all mem- 
bers of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
who fled the country when Pre- 
sident Hafez A1 Assad cracked 
down on the outlawed group's act- 
ivities in the early 1980s, official 
Damascus Radio said. 

Quoting Interior Ministry sou- 
rces. the radio said the amnesty 
followed contacts outside the cou- 


nuy between Syrian authorities 
and unnamed leaders of the Bro- 
therhood. 

It said the Brotherhood leaders 
had reversed their previous pol- 
icies. and a majority of the self- 
exiled members now wanted; to 
“return and back Syria agamst 
those who would commit bom- 
bings. killings and crime” against 
the government. 


TV & RADIO 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

MAIN CHANNEL 

17:8® Koran 

17:1® — Cartoons 

• 7:35 Children's Programmes 

18:05 Thai's Incredible 

IWOO Local Health and Ufc Pro- 
gramme 



- Programmes Review 

— New* Programme 

News in Arabic 

— Arabic Series 

Tomorrow's Programmes 

22:10 .. 


2Jc0O .. 


FOREIGN CHANNEL 

18:00 .. 
19:00 .. 

Michel Sarikiu — Vivam 

1*15 .. 
19:30 .. 

- Varieices 

19:45 .. 


2fc06 .. 

News jo Arabic 

21:10 . 
22:00 .. 
22:20 . 

Crime Inc. — Eps. 1 

. News in English 

- Remington Steele 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM A 99 MHz. FM 


it partly 

on 9560 KHz SW 

07:00 


07:30 


08:00 


10:00 



11:00 


12.-00 



13:00 


1 4.-60 


|4:lt 


14:31 


15:00 


Met! 


16:05 


HeJO 


17:00 


1 8.-00 


18:05 — 


•19*0 


19:30 


20:00 

21:00 

.. ...... Evening Show 


22:00 


23:06 

2*03 - 

News Summary 

24:00 ... 



BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639, 720. 1413 KHz 
06:00 Out On The Floor Ofc30 Out On 
The Floor 08:45 Financial Review 08:55 
Re Sections <K1M World New* 07:09 24 
Houn: News Summary 6730 Good 
Books *7:45 Letter from America 08:08 
Ncwsdesk 0&30 Jazz for the Asking 
MOO World New* OMt 24 Hours: 
News Summary 09:30 From Our Own 
Correspondent #MI Letter firm Lon- 
don 10:00 World News 18*9 Ref- 
lections 18:15 The Pleasure's Yours 
11:00 World News 11:09 British Press 
Review 11:15 Sports Review 11:45 My 
Country in Mind 12:00 News Summary: 
Short Story 12: (5 Classical Record Rev- 
iew I2Q0 Religious Service 1&00 World 
News 13:09 News About Britain 13:15 
From Our Own Correspondent 13:3# 
Baker's Half Dozen 14:00 News Sum- 
mary; Play of the Week 15*0 World 
News 13:09 24 Hours: News Summary 
15:30 The Hitch-Hiker I&45 The Saudi 
Jones Request Show 1 8:30 Classical Ser- 
ial: Wives and Daughters 17:00 Radio 
Newsreel 17:15 Concert Hall I&-00 
World News 18:09 Commentary 18:45 
Letter from America 19:10 World News 
19:09 Meridian 19:40 Reflections 19:45 
Sports Round-up 20:00 Ncwsdesk 20:30 
Mainstream 21: 1 0 News Summary 21: 15 
In The Psychiatrist's Chair 22M World 

News llM 24 Hours: News Summary 
22^0 Sunday Half-Hour 2340 News 
Summary 23:15 The Pleasure's Yours 
2*00 World News 00*9 Talk 00:25 
Words 00:30 Featune 00c 4 0 Reflections 
06:45 Sports Round-up 81:00 World 
News; CommeatAfty 01:15 Lcuer from 
America 01:30 Plato to Naic* 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260. KHz 7200, 0565. 11740, 
11925 A 15210 

06:00 VOA Morning: News. Informal 
Presentation of Popular Music with Fea- 
ture Reports. Interviews, Answers to 
Listeners* Questions, Science Digest, 
Sports New* at 30 minutes past the 
.hour. 08:15 Focus 1740 News 17:10 
New Horizons and New Products 17:30 
Music USA 1840 News 18:10 Int- 
ernational Viewpoints I&30 Special 
English News and Features 19:00 News 
19: 10 Critic s Choice 19:30 Issues in the 
News 20(00 News 28:10 Focus 2830 
Special English News and Features 
21:00 News 21:10 Sunday Report 21 JO 
Music USA 2&00 News and Editorial 
22:15 Concert Hall 2*00 News 23:10 
New Horizons and New Products 23:30 
Studio One _ 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 

* An exhibition of paintings on silk by 
artist Ikbal Sfaukri at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (until Jan. 27 1. 

PLAY 

* A local play (The Choice I at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 30). 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 

American Centre 

American Centre Library ..... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Arts Centre ... — 

Hussein Youth City ...... 

Y.W.C.A 

Y.W.M.A. 

Amman Municipal Library „ 
University of Jordan Library 


MUSEUMS 


661026/7 
„. 44371 
....41520 
36147-8 
... 37009 
... 41993 
... 44203 
... 24049 
... 39777 
. 665195 
. 667181 
... 41793 
. 664251 
... 36111 
843555 


Fa0don Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TcL 51760. 

Jtrrim Aiehnea logical Mum: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 Qaf a (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jorrin National Galery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19ib Century 
orientalist artists. Munlazah. Jabal 
Luwcibdch. Opening hours: 10.00 a_ra. 
1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p-m. - 6.00 pjn. 
Closed Tuesdays, Tel. 30128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (MBtnry Museum): ■ 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 


ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Papular Life of Jordan Miwinm: 100 to 
ISO year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 


SFRVICE CLUBS 


Linas Ana mu Club. Meetings every 
first and tin-d Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1.37 p.m. 

Linos Phfiad-tpbla Club. Meetings 
every second , **i fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7 30 pjn. 
Phi la delph ia Rotary Ltv> Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chrb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel 2.00 p.m. 
Royal AoeomoMr Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle, TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

Chinch of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

Dr la Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 6617S7. 

Church sf the Anmmciatina (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 

A ng li ca n Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 25383, 
Armenian Catbnfic Church Asbrafich. 
771331. 

Armcptm Orthodox Church Ashrafich, 
775261. 

St. E p b rahn Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafich. 771751. 

hamm tbaadanl Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 

— - Fajr 

06:24 - (Sunrise) Doha 

Dhuhr 

14:54 

17:17 — .... — Maghreb 

1*43. 3lsha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This in formation ii supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alla 
International Airport, let (OS) 53250, 
53070, 53082, 53171, where it should 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

•W* Aqaba (RJ) 

•*45 Cairo (RJ) 

09:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

09:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

. 09:45 — Berlin, Larnaca (IF) 

1*00 - Dubai, Abu Dhab) (RJ) 

1*20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:35 . — Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

14:30 Tripoli Larnaca (LN) 

•*40 Kuwait (KU) 

f*4S Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

17:35 Los Angeles. Chicago, Vienna 

(RJ) 


— New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

... Frankfurt, Brussels (RJ) 

London (RJj 

— Paris. Rome (RJ) 

Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

_ Beirut (ME A) 

— London (BA) 

Baghdad (IA) 

—.... Cairo (MS) 

Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 

06n56 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

• 7: ** ■— — Beirut (Rj) 

2“ A£ i* bH («> 

— Damascus, Paris (AF) 

- — Beirut (MEA) 

Damascus, Rome (A Z) 

- Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

- Vienna, New York (RJ) 

* i; 45 Tunis. Casablanca (Rj) 

12:15 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

J*^0 Larnaca, Tripoli (LN) 

•■«•■» Kuwait (KU) 

Damascus, Larnaca (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dhahran (RJ) 

** - — Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

- — Dubni (Rj) . 

*2 Cairo (RJ) 

HtOO Abu Dhabi. Singapore (RJ) 
2, - l# — . .... Baghdad (RJ) 

- - Baghdad. London (BA) 


- Baghdad. London (BA) 

;* - Bangkok f RJ) 

•— Rio de Janeiro. Lisbon (JA) 

- - - Cairo (MS) 

- Larnaca. Berlin (IF) 


maritime traffic 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
pom 

— Rocadas 

— N J. Pat eras 

— Radbost 

— Jeddah Crown 

— Kirkuk 

— El Tor 

— Jurina 

— AJ Abram 

— Rocsda 

— Nj parents 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) t your service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Ctouds will appear ai different altitudes, 
with southeasterly moderate winds. In 
Aqaba, it will be dusty, with northerly 
mdoeraie winds and calm seas. 

Low/high temperature in deg-C. 

Amm an — .... — - — d/15 

Aqaba VU* 

Deserts 2 /16 

Jordan Valley — 12/22 

Yesterday's high tempera lures: ■ 
' Amman 16. Aqaba 24. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 46 per cent, Aqaba 23 
per ecu. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seUlbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 64.5/ 64.9 

Dutch guilder 114 31 114,9 

Egyptian guinea 306/ 309 Ss 

French franc 42/ 42J 

Iraqi dinar 333.6 f 340 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.9 i 21.1 

Japanese yen (for 100) 160.2 f 161.1 

Kuwaiti dWc 13316/ 1338-3. 

Lebanese lira 3 6.6/ 37.9 

Omani riyal . H .— - 1173 3f 1181-6 

' Qatari riyal 111.8/ 1125 

Saudi riyal .. — — 114/ 114.5 

Swedish crown ........ — _ 45.1/ 45 Ji 

Swiss franc 153/ 153.9 

Syrian lira - -34 31 35.4 

UAE dirham 111/ Hl'-S 

UJC. starting pound — 450.7/ 453.4 

U.S.doDar 4073/ 409.5 

W_ German mark 128.4/ 1292 


EMERGENCIES 


Ambulance „ 

Firstaid, fire, police 

Blood bank 

Civil Defence rescue 

Fire headquarters 

Police rescue 192, 

Police headquarters 

Traffic police 

Electric Power CO- 

Municipal water service 
Queen Alia 1m. Airport 


. 193,775111' 

199 

775121 

661111 

22090-3 

21111. 37777 

39141 

56390-1 

36381-2 

— 771125-8' 
.. (08) S3333 


Mreish pharmacy 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 

Samih pharmacy 

Jerusalem pharmacy 

Jabal Al Taj pharmtKy .... 
Al Samah pharmacy 




44574 

Shmeisani taxi 



844503 



Amman taxi ... 

-..-51424 


HOSPITALS 

; Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32. 
. Khalidi Maternity. J. Anm .. 44281-4 

Akileb Maternity, J. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas, J. Amman 36140 

Palest ine. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shroeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 

Dsr AJ-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

Italian, Al-Mohajreea 777101-3 

ALBasbir. J. Ashrafich 775111 

Army. Marks 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 


IRB1D 

Dr. Awad Eseiieh 

Sa'doon pharmacy 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Sole im an Attprj 
Mr. Walid Al Masri 


774203 

675485 


ZARQA: . . . i 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa'ad 983063 

Nuha pharmacy (J-) 

Hani pharmacy / t— i) 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111 

i Radio Jordan 774HJ 

Ministry of Tourism 42!IW 

Hotel complaints 6664J2 

Price corapMntt ......... pi 

Telephone: . * 

. Information 

Jordan and Middle East rath"" 10 

Overseas calls .pr 

Cable or tele gram " ..." 

Repair service ~~ -■ |h 


market prices 


Upper Itower price tn 

Apple (doable red) 

Apple (golden) 

Appfc (surken) 


Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Chestnut 

Carrot (yellow) 

Carrot (black) 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (large) ...... .... 

-Cucumber (small) .1 

•Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garik 

■Grapefruit 


fils per kg. 
..260 / 240 
..260 / 240 
... 260 / 240 
-280 / 240 
... 240/210 

- 270/230 
380 / 340 

.. 70/ 50 
-.640 / 580 
..120/ 90 

- 140/120- 
... 70/ 50 
-200/170 
~ 320 / 280 
-100/ 70 
... 130/ 100 
-150/120 

- 130/110 


Lemon 

Uttuce (per one) ZZ 

Mallow 

Mandarin — 

Marrow (luge) 

Marrow (smaBj 

Onion (dry) 

Own (green) 

granges (Aba Stum) 1 


Parsley Jj~ZZL 

Pears (American) 
Pepper (tweet) ....ZiZ 
Pepper (hot green) 
Potatoes (local) . 

Radishes 

Spinach "" 

Tomatoes “11 " 

Turnip 


,120/ 90 
- 120' 100 
,260/220. 
,200O« 
-100' *70 
-170/460 
.150/120 
.240/120 
.2507-400 
- 190/ iw 
. W/;fiO 
.550/500 

,360/220 

: 2*0/ 250 
: 240/8B 
. 80/ 50 . 


I 
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Royal Decree; approves budget 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Saturday app- 
' Proving the "budget for 1985 which amounts to JD 811,222,000 
. -with a deficit estimated at JD 16,735.000. The budget was app- 
roved last week by both the Upper and Lower Houses of Par- 

. I lament. 

Madi appointed ambassador to Italy 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Saturday app- 
roving a cabinet decision to appoint Mr. Tareq Madi as amb- 
assador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Italy. Mr. Madi was 
previously serving as director of the protocol department at the 
Mmistry of Foreign Affairs. 

Hussein condoles Sirhan tribe 

AMMAN (Petra) ■ — His Majesty King Hussein deputised Royal 
.Court Assistant' Chief of Protocol Sheikh Bernis A1 Zaben to 
convey tbe King’ s condolences to the Serhan tribe on the death of 
the late Sheikh Ghasab Smerat. 

Hassan condoles AI Qadi family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
paid a visit Saturday to the Al Qadi family and extended his 
condolences on the death of the late retired Major-General Gha- 
ssab Sa'oud Al Qadi. 

Obeidat receives Qasem, Salah 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat Saturday 
received Chief of the Royal Court Marwan Al Qasem and Jor- 1 
dan’s permanent representative to the United Nations Abdullah 
Salah during two separate meetings. 

Consumer shops to open bimonthly 

AMMAN (Petra) — Beneficiaries of the Civil Service Consumer 
Corporation shops. can now buy goods twice a month instead of 
once, according to the director of administration at the cor- 
poration. Mr. Jameel Farahneh. He said that the project will start 
on an experimental basis at the beginning of February with two 
shopping periods in the month. 

Women’s club prepares action plan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman Club for Business and Pro- 
fessional Women's Advisory Services Office has drawn up a plan 
.of action for next year. Director of the office. Mrs. Buthaina 
Jirdaneh. said that the programme aims to make the community - 
more aware of women’s role and the services rendered by the 
office. The programme wili focus on women’s rights and duties in 
Islam. Jordanian legislation and legal provisions for women. 


No bilharzia in Al Hasa 
area, health official says 


KAJRAK (Petra) — Director of 
the Bilharzia and Malaria Office-, 
•in Karak Governorate, Mr. Khalaf. 
Al Humeimat, has affirmed that 
the waters of Al Hasa stream in 
Ghor Al Safi are now completely 
free of bilharzia snails which are- 
now restricted to Al Berbeita 
area. He said that all the bilharzia 
cases which occurred in Ghor Al 
Safi area were among incoming 
workers and that none of the 
area's citizens were affected by 
‘bilharzia. 

. Research and investigation stu- 
dies are being carried out in the 
.estuary of Al Hasa stream to ens- 
ure that its water is free from sna- 
ils. he added. Mr. Humeimat said 
that the office is conducting a . 
comprehensive survey of the wor- 


kers in the Ghor Al Safi area to * 
make sure that they are free from 
this disease and that samples are 
being taken from citizens who feel 
symptoms of this disease. He said 
that number of bilharzia cases has 
;so far reached 15, and all of tHese 
have been cured and the' Berbeita 
stream area has been sprayed with 
insecticides. 

Posters have been placed on the 
roads leading to the area warning 
people not to bathe, swim or wash 
in this water to avoid* bilharzia, 
according to Mr. Al Humeimat. 
He also called on all citizens who 
visited the Berbeita area during 
the past two years to have the- 
mselves tested at the office or any 
other place to make sure that they 
are free -from bilharzia. 



ENVOYS PRESENT CREDENTIALS: Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs Taber Al Masri (left) Sat- 
urday receives the credentials of the envoys of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and the Republic of 
Indonesia. Dr. Zahal Yasni (right) presented his 


credentials as Indonesian ambassador ext- 
raordinary and plenipotentiary to the Royal Coart. : 
Mr. Herwig Bartels (centre) presented his cre- 
dentials as West German Ambassador ext- 
raordinary and plenipotentiary to the Royal Court. 


Japanese volunteers to assist in 
Jordan’s development activities 


By P.V. Vivekanaad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and Japan 
have concluded an agreement 
under which young Japanese vol- 
unteers wifl be assigned to Jordan 
to help in the Kingdom's dev- 
elopment activities in various fie- 
lds. 

Tbe agreement, signed last 
week by Minister of Planning 
Abdallah Nsour on behalf of Jor- 
dan and the Japanese ambassador 
to Jordan, Akira Nakayama, for 
Japan, comes under services off- 
ered by the Japan Overseas Coo- 
peration Volunteers (JOCV) pro- 
gramme. 

The Japanese government will 
bear the cost of the volunteers' air 
passage and living expenses, in 
addition to a nominal salary, while' 
the Jordanian government will 
provide free accommodation, hea- 
lth services and other necessary 
facilities. 

Yarmouk University, the Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority (JEA) 
and the Ministry of Youth are 
expected to be the immediate 
beneficiaries of this agreement. A 
senior official of the Japan Int- 
ernational Cooperation Agency 
(JJCA) is expected to arrive in. 
Amman Sunday to study requests 
made by Yarmouk University for 
Japanese volunteers in various fie- 
lds such as television and visual 
equipment technology, computer 
science, telecommunications and 
sports. 

The JEA has requested two 
volunteers in the field of ope- 
rations and maintenance of tra- 
nsformer stations while the Min- 
istry of Youth has asked for vol- 
unteers for training Jordanian 
youths in volleyball and gym- 
nastics, according to a spokesman 
for the Japanese embassy in 
Amman. 

“By no means the term ‘vol- 
unteers' imply that the people 
coming here would be amateurs." 


says Yushi Kitahara, the first sec- 
retary at the Japanese embassy. 
"In fact they will be quite far from 
'amateurs,' especially that they 
will be given intensive training in 
their respecti ve fields be fore being 
assigned overseas." 

More than 5,000 such “junior 
experts" have been sent overseas 
under the JOCV programme since 
its inception in 1965 aad Jordan 
‘would be the 36th country to avail 
of the programme. Mr. Kitahara 
said. It offers volunteers in agr- 
iculture, forestry and fishery, 
manufacturing and industry, mai- 
ntenance and operation of mac- 
hinery. civil engineering and arc- 
hitecture, health and social wel- 
fare. administration and inf- 
ormation services, education and. 
culture and sports. The normal 
duration of volunteers' stay in the 
assigned country is two years unl- 
ess otherwise specified by the host 
government. 

“All the volunteers are car- 
efully screened and selected and 
given intensive training in their 
respective fields and undergo 1 an 
orientation course on tbe country 
they would be assigned to work 
in." Mr. Kitahara said. “Normally 
this process takes over 3% ; 
months." 

Asked whether volunteers face 
language barriers in their field of" 


work, he replied that it is part of 
the orientation course that they 
are given “basic knowledge of the 
language of the country they are 
supposed to work in." 

Mr. Kitahara expects the first 
batch of volunteers to arrive in 
Jdrdan early next year. “One may 
wonder why it takes so long, but it 
is our policy that strong emphasis 
is given on the technical qua- 
lifications of the volunteers, and 
■ therefore it is a Jong process bef- 
ore volunteers are ready to take 
up their assignments.” 

He also emphasised that all vol- 
unteers will be in the age group of 
20 to 30 years and “ therefore, it is 
relatively easier for them to adapt 
to new environments.’’ 

Mr. Kitahara finds “a lot of 
scope for Jordan to avail of the 
JOCV programme, because Japan 
is quite advanced in most fields of 
development that Jordan is int- 
erested and active in." 

He also referred to technical 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Japan and said over 1 50 Jordanian 
personnel have undergone tra- 
ining in various fields of spe- 
cialisation in the Far Eastern cou- 
ntry. However, the latest agr- 
eement is outside the framework 
of the technical cooperation acc- 
ord between the two countries, he 
added. 


Information team starts 
aerial survey of Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — A technical 
team from the department of tra- 
ining and development' inf- 
ormation at the Ministry of Inf- 
ormation Saturday started a full 
scale project to photograph Jor- 
dan from the air. 

The project aims to record on 
video tapes population, economic, 
social, construction, natural and 
environmental aspects of Jordan. 


The tapes will be used in tel- 
evision programmes as part of the 
development information in sup- 
port of population activities pro- 
ject which is being executed bet- 
ween the Ministry of Information, 
the United Nations Fund for Pop- 
ulation Activities (UNFPA) and 
the U.N. Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNE- 
SCO). 


Family Care Society attempts to get children off the streets 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Tims Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — According to Aida'- 
Ibrahim, a social worker at a wel- 
fare society which concentrates its 
activities in Palestinian refugee 
camps in Jordan, there are many 
ways through which young people 
can help improve the lives of chi- 
ldren and improve the status of 
what she calls “the future family.” 

“When you deal with children, 
you are systematically dealing 
with the future ... the roots, bec- 
ause what we will have in the fut- 
ure is the result of what we make 
now" remarks Aida. Aida is a 
22 -year-old volunteer at the Fam- 
ily Care Society, which helps chi- 
ldren in five refugee camps acc- 
ommodating nearly one million 
people, 

Aida and a number of her col- 


leagues are planning a major fund 
raising campaign to initiate 'an 
ambitious project to be imp- 
lemented throughout the Int- 
ernational Youth Year.** What we 
are planning to do is eliminate as 
much as we can of the phe- 
nomenon of child abuse by imp- 
roving the plight of kids who are 
‘ forced to work in order to support 
their poor families.” Aida said. 
“We will try to get these kids off 
the streets and bads to school — 
where they belong.” 

Aida is referring to street ven- 
dors, kids seen everywhere in the 
streets of Amman trying to sell a 
vast array of cheap goods — from 
clothes to cassettes, wristwatches. 
and candy. There they clamour for 
buyers and in the process get har- 
assed by shopowners. customers, 
and occasionally by the police. 
Shopowners don’t like seeing the 


kids selling thetr cheap goods in 
front of their shops and there 
are often clashes between the two. . 

Nor do the police make it any; 
easier for the kids when they dec-" 
ide it' s necessary to remove them 
from the streets in-order to reduce 
congestion on the sidewalks. 
(According to Aida, the police 
ofteo “overdo it” in their enf- 
orcement of the law.) The pro- 
blem is that there is nobody to' 
offer the youngsters any alt-, 
ernatives. 

The young street vendors have 
two reasons for remaining in the 
streets despite the harassment 
and the heat of tbe summer sun 
and the cold of winter. First bus- 
iness is good and they are saving 
some money. Second, they have to' 
bring money home or else in turn 
•be harassed by their parents — yet. 
anotheriform of child abuse. 



A group of young boys gathers no the pavement on 
tbe outskirts of a re fer ee camp. Some of these young 
hoys become street vendors selling cheap goods in 


order to generate some extra income for their fam- 
ilies (J.T. file photo) 


“Do you know what it feels like 
when as a 1 2-year-old you are for- 
ced to cany the responsibility of 
bringing money home and sup- 
porting a family, knowing Lhat you 
cannot go to school or play like 
other kids?" Aida asks with a sad 
look in her eyes. 

Her project aims to help these 
children by assisting their families 
financially and teaching them — 
especially the mothers — other 
ways for generating an income. 
They also try to convince them 
that their children can help them 
much more by enrolling in school 
and learning. 

Kamal Bdeir is one of those 
young street vendors -who will 
•probably be - included in Aida's 
project. He is 13-years-old, about, 
five feet four inches tall, with wide 
brown eyes and a boyish grin. 
Kamal can always be found in the 
same spot in King Talal Street, in 
downtown Amman, with a box of 
candy in front of him that he 
hawks to customers. He is ill- 
iterate. but his intelligence is evi- 
dent in his approach to customers. 

Every street vendor has his own 
way of handling potential cus- 
tomers, Kama] explains. “Some 
will notice someone's interest in a 
certain item, so they approach and 
ask if they need anything. The 
more passive type may wait until 
the potential customers shows a 
real interest. And there is also the 
over industrious kind, the one that 
keeps calling on eveiyone who 
passes by.” 

Although Kamal seems happy 
about what he does he confesses 
that when he passes by a school on 
his walk to the downtown area and 
meets cheerful boys coming to 
their classes, he feels jealous. “I 
feel a little pain for myself when 1 
see them, but 1 also know I cannot 
go to school because I don't have 
time for it,” he says. " What I envy* 
is their bright blue and white uni- 
forms. I have only three shorts, 
two shirts and a pair of shoes. I 


bought them all from the used art- 
icles market.” 

Kamal is a refugee in the Baq'aa 
camp located about 20 kilometres 
north of Amman, just off and to 
the east of the Amraan-lrbid road. 

He lives with thousands of chi- 
ldren his age in a camp which acc- 
ommodates about 63,500 ref- 
ugees and displaced people who 
were forced to migrate from the 
West Bank of the Jordan River as 
a result of the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war. Services in these camps are 
inadequate and families are often 
.forced to live in cramped con- 
ditions due to restricted space. 

For Kamal, the day starts at six 
when he wakes up to catch the first 
bus from Baq'aa to Amman, car- 
rying his box of candy. “Som- 
etimes people buy from me bec- 
ause they feel sorry for me.” he 
explains. “Some of them buy bec- 
ause they are nice and some are so 
nice they want to give me money 
without taking a candy, but 1 ref- 
use and insist that they take one.” 

“With the money I save som- 
etimes I am able to go to the mov- 
ies. I like the films and 1 dream 
sometimes^ at I am the film hero, 
fighting everything coining his' 
way. meeting a rich man’s dau- 
ghter. falling in love and marrying 
her. and then inheriting her fat- 
her’s business. 1 also have to save 
money for the bad days in winter 
when it rains and I cannot go out 
to work. I need to save some 
money because I want to buy some 
land and become a fanner. It is my 
ambition to work my own land.” 

Kamal says he felt somewhat 
lonely at fins. “But now 1 have 
overcome these feelings. I have to 
work hard searching for cus- 
tomers. and I stop working when 
my bones start aching.” 

When asked whether he would 
go back to school if he had the 
chance, Kamal pauses for a mom- 
ent, looking a bit puzzled and says: 
“You ask too many questions. 
Why should you care?” 


Team to discuss Arab views on Middle East issues 

Arab League delegation to 
pursue dialogue with EC 


TUNIS (Petra) — An Arab League delegation will 
try to bridge tbe gap between Arabs and the Eur- 
opean Community on stands regarding the Pal- 
estinian cause, the Iran-Iraq conflict and tbe Leb- 
anese crisis, according to Jordan’s permanent rep- 
resentative to the Arab League Nabih Al Nimmer. 


Mr. Nimmer, who is also Jor- 
dan's ambassador to Tunisia, will 
head an Arab League delegation 
to the seventh tripartite com- 
mittee of Arab-EC dialogue to be 
held in Rome on Feb. 7. 

He told Jordanian News Age- 
ncy. Petra, that the Rome meeting, 
will continue discussions of topics 
which were on the agenda of the 
committee's sixth meeting in 
Tunis last November. 

Mr. Nimmer said that the del- 
egation will present to the Eur- 
opean side the basic Arab political 
stand on problems of the Middle 
East. 


He said that he expects a better 
European understanding of Arab 
demands within the framework of 
the Venice Declaration. An exp- 
anded committee for Euro-Arab 
dialogue will convene in an Arab 
capital within the coming few 
months, he added. 

Mr. Nimmer expressed hope 
that Italy's presidency of the EC 
will help bring about a better Eur- 
opean stand corresponding to 
European political and economic, 
interests in the Arab World and 
resulting in improving coo- 
peration and understanding bet- 
ween the two sides. 


He expressed Arab trust in the 
sincerity of Italy to lead the EC 
towards a just and durable peace 
in the Middle East and the imp- 
ortant role the EC could play reg- 
arding the U.S. stand vis-a-vis the 
Palestinian question and Pal-' 
estinian rights for self- 
determination. 

The Arab side in the committee, 
which includes the United Arab-- 
Emirates (UAE). South Yemen 
and the Arab League, held a mee- 
ting last week and prepared a 
working paper to be presented to' 
the Rome meeting. 

The working paper deals with 
various political and technical sub- 
jects relevant to aspects of Arab- 
Europcan cooperation. The Arab 
side hopes that the Arab- 
Europcan Standing Committee 
will adopt this paper and include it 
in its joint communique during the 
forthcoming meeting. 


Jordan, Yarmouk and Suez universities 
sign scientific cooperation agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — A bilateral 
cooperation agreement was sig- 
ned Saturday between the Uni- 
versities of Jordan and Yarmouk 
and the Suez Canal University of 
Egypt. A University of Jordan 
spokesman told the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra, that the sig- 
ning of the agreement is a man- 
ifestation of the two sides' wil- 
lingness to strengthen brotherly 
relations between the two cou- 
ntries. He said that two sides have 
agreed to establish scientific coo- 
peration between the Marine 
Research Station in Aqaba and 
the marine sciences station in 
Sharm Al Sheikh. 

The spokesman said that the 
agreement provides for fac- 


ilitating scientific exchange in the 
fields of marine and biological sci- 
ences. seas, oceans and their env- 
ironment. a joint policy for sci- 
entific research, specifying res- 
earch and educational pro- 
grammes in these fields as well as 
drawing up a strategy for scientific 
research in the Gulf of Aqaba and 
the Suez Canal. 

The agreement also provides 
for exchanging members of staff 
and researchers to take part in des- 
igning the joint programmes for 
research and teaching. The agr-‘ 
eement stipulates that the two 
sides should exchange documents 
and scientific bulletins and should 
jointly use the research tools when 
needed. 


Exchanging experience on eco- 
nomically feasible projects for 
producing fish and publishing stu- 
dies related to the development of 
fish wealth are also included in the 
agreement. The wo sides agreed 
to accept post-graduate students 
in marine sciences from the other 
side in accordance with the aca- 
demic regulations of each parry. 

The two sides also agreed to try 
and secure financial support from 
the concerned panics to carry out 
the three-year programme. The 
agreement was signed by Suez 
Canal University President Abdul 
Majecd Othman. University of 
Jordan President Abdul Saiam Al 
Majali and Yarmouk University 
President Adnan Badran. 


Examinations director, students differ 
in views regarding tawjihi questions 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The results of the 
first session of the General Cer- 
tificate Secondary Examination, 
tawjihi. in all academic streams 
wifi be announced at the end of 
February. Ahmad Bashaireh. dir- 
ector of the examinations div- 
ision at the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. said Saturday. 

Dr. Bashaireh told the Jordan 
Times that he expects the final 
results of the tawjihi examinations 
to be “good", especially that the 
standard of examination questions 
were set bearing in mind the "ave- 
rage students” of the scientific, 
literary, nursing, agriculture, ind- 
ustrial. postal study, commercial, 
hotel management and special 
programme streams. 

He added that the general atm- 
osphere was relaxing, especially 
since the tawjihi candidates had 
enough time to go over the sch- 
eduled material for the first taw- 
jihi session and that the weather 
conditions were appropriate and 
helped the students to relax. 

Standard of questions 
Concerning the standard of 
questions for all streams, he said 
that the committee responsible for 
setting the questions have in mind 
the categories of students which 
are either excellent students, ave-. 
rage, good and below average. 
However, the tawjihi exam aims 
to organise a comprehensive sys- 
tem which can distinguish bet- 
ween these three categories of 
students. Dr. Bashaireh added. 

Dr. Bashaireh pointed out that 
all the questions set were from 
within the general context of the 
academic books used in all nine 
streams of the tawjihi cert ificate. 
“Students who did not revise the 
material carefully will accuse that 
the standard of questions was dif- 
ficult,'* he said. 

He said that all the negative and 
positive remarks concerning the 
questions are submitted daily to 
the directorate of examinations, 
which in turn sends them to spe- 
cialised committees, who send the 
directory their remarks, and if 
something goes wrong we tackle 
the solutions immediately. 

Dr. Bashaireh said: “Until now, 
there has been no single question 
that came from outside the aca- 
demic material in all the tawjihi 
streams and no question was not 
clearly asked or identified. He * 
said: “If students complain that 
the examination was difficult or 
unfair. I reply that this is not a 
valid accusation of the tawjihi 
examination questions.” 

Dr. Bashaireh commented on 
the mathematics and physics que- 
stions concerning the scientific 
and literary streams saying that 
what actually happened was that 
some of the students sitting for 
these subjects finished answering 


before the aliened time, a Jot fin- 
ished on time, whereas some did 
not finish in the allowed time. This 
implies that some of the students 
will describe the questions as dif- 
ficult. unfair, complicated or that 
more time is needed. However, he 
said, the average good siudents 
finished on time. 

He went on to say that there are 
some students who. if given all day 
long to answer, would still com- 
plain that the time is inadequate or 
that the questions asked were too 
long. 

English exam 

Concerning the standard of the 
.English language examination 
.covering all the academic streams 
of the tawjihi. Dr. Bashaireh said 
that we cannot keep simplifying 
the questions asked in this exam or 
else there will be no standard of" 
English.” I believe that the Eng- 
lish examination should be easily 
answered by the average students 
who at least should be able to pass. 
iL" be added. 

Dr. Bashaireh commented on 
the reasons why the Ministry of 
Education cancelled the omission 
of one academic field out of the 
general average by explaining that 
the Ministry of Education decided 
to take such a decision due to the 
fact that students who secured a* 
passing grade in an area that did 
not interest him. responded neg- 
atively in the second semester to 
the instructors who were teaching 
this field. This in turn made both 
the teacher and the students “psy- 
chologically uninterested”, he 
said. * ! 

Also, the University of Jordan I 
sent us a request sa^ng students of 
the tawjihi are showing a lack of 
adequate knowledge in certain 
areas, and that some of the stu- 
dents who applied to universities 
abroad were rejected because the 
grades of certain subjects related 
to their fields of specialisation 
were poor. Therefore, this made 
us decide to incorporate all the 
academic areas in the general ave- 
rage because we care for the fut- 
ure of our students, whether they 
approve or disapprove of such a 
measure,” Dr, Bashaireh con- 
tinued. 

Students’ opinions 

However, mixed reactions were 
gathered from tawjihi candidates 
who expressed their opinions con- 
cerning the standard of the tawjihi 
examination questions for the var- 
ious courses and screams. Almost 
ail of the interviewed studetos said 
that they found difficulties in the 
English language, mathematics. 
Arabic language and physics exa- 
minations. 

, , Lana Ollayyan, a literary str- 
eam student from tbe Islamic Sci- 
entific College said that the que- 
stions related to the mathematics 
.exam were not in the syllabus she 


had studied. Therefore, the mar- 
kers should be considerate when 
they grade us, she said. “The chief 
invigilator of the examination hall 
kept shouting which interrupted 
our thoughts and acted negatively, 
on us.” she added. 

Fadwa Abu Jailaa. also from the 
Islamic Scientific College, said 
that the standard of questions 
should be easier to help us pass the 
tawjihi. She added that we faced 
some problems in the English lan- 
guage and mathematics exa- 
minations. Rawdah Mohammad, 
from Northern Marka School, said 
that she was surprised when she 
read the mar hematics exa- 
mination paper which was une- 
xpectedly difficult, especially 
since the time was inadequate. 

Raaed Sammara. a student in 
the special programme stream, 
said that the standard of mat- 
hematics questions as well as the. 
Arabic grammer were extremely 
difficult. Sireen Halasah, from the 
Ahliyyah School for Girls, said 
that the mathematics questions 
were difficult, especiafiy the 
graphs, and she recommended 
that the Ministry of Education 
should reconsider the omission of 
one subject out of the general ave 
rage. 

Salim Ahmad, from the Bishops 
School for Boys, said lhat the Eng- 
lish examination . was not very 
clear and that the questions in it 
were vague and each question 
could have two identical choices. 
He added that the mathematics 
exam was easy. “1 had no dif- 
ficulties in answering all the que- 
stions.” he said. Samer Salah said: 
“The standard of the mathematics 
exam was set for the scientific str- 
eam. where as I am a literary str- 
eam student.” 

Mrs. Haifa Dajani. who sup- 
ervised the examination hall at the 
Ahliyah School for Girls, said that 
the siudents responded positively 
to all the instructions. "How- 
ever" . she said." I was surprised to 
know that some of the siudents 
who were taking the English lan- 
guage examination could not dif- 
ferentiate between the meaning of 
“city” and “country", and what 
each meant.” She added that the 
time set for the mathematics exa- 
mination was inadequate in rel- 
ation to the questions asked. 

The first session of the tawjihi 
examinations will end Sunday and 
14.796 scientific students. 26.273 
literary stream. 12.098 special 
programme students. 2.544 com- 
mercial students, 1,543 industrial 
206 nursing students, 1 78 postal 
study streams, 86 hotel man- 
agement and 75 agriculture stu- 
dents sat for the examination. The 
preparation and monitoring of the 
tawjihi examination involved the 
assistance of 6,000 people which 
participated in controlling the 
examination halls, employees, 
correction committees and mar- 
king. 
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The drama ends here 


BENEATH the verdict of the jnry in the Sharon vs. Time libel 
case, there lay the essential question of what “ Arik** wanted to 
achieve from bis lawsuit. That is not a question for ns to 
address, although it may be important for the Middle East at 
some point. Our concern for now is that the Israeli minister has 
contested with a Time reporter, fellow Israeli David Halevy, a 
case of whose sources are more reliable. 

On this particular point, Sharon won. The so-called “dis- 
cussion’* between the general and the Gemayel family that was 
referred to in the disputed Time article was not in the end to be 
found in “Appendix B*\ It could have been in an Appendix A 
or C, and most probably Sharon had realised this better than 
Halevy or Time itself. 

Time, being the powerful magazine it is, did not for a mom- 
ent conceal its belief that Halevy was basically correct in his 
reporting. The reporter's sources were genuine. Time bel- 
ieved, and if the reference to the discussion was not in “App- 
rendix B’\ then elsewhere, hot it was there. Sharon did not 
contest that — just the part about the reference tucked in the 
secret part of the Kahan Commission’s report. 

Who has won. Time or Sharon, on this score. Is as trivial as 
Sharon’s claim of winning the whole case. Time won the war, 
as its chief lawyer Thomas Barr put it. “Who wins (a) battle is 
not particularly important. The war is over and we won.” 

The lawsuit might be more fitting to he taught in a jou- 
rnalism classroom than in history lecture halls, we think. Even 
if Sharon won it outright, his victory would have never abs- 
*olved him of his role in the massacres of Sabra and Shatila. 
That is for sure. 

Granted, the lesson is for Time and journalists all over world 
to learn from. But it is also for Israel and the Israelis to know 
that their man is not a hero if be just wins them needless and 
costly battles here or in courtrooms in the U.S. So much for 
Sharon and his libel case. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Summit vs. increased aid 


"PRESIDENT REAGAN has commenced his second-term in office 
with a call to Congress to grant Israel $ 1 .9 billion in military aid for 
1986: an increase of $500 million over the 1985 aid. This ann- 
ouncement should be enough for the Arabs to understand Was- 
hington's policy for the coming four years. This is also enough for 
those who are still optimistic that the U.S. might one day adopt a 
balanced stand with regard to the Middle East conflict. 

Mr. Reagan's gesture reflects the real dimensions of the con- 
nivance between Washington and Tel Aviv against the Arab Nation 
and should make it clear for all that the U.S. is a true enemy of the 
Arab Nation. For the Arabs to work out a clear concept for future 
action, they have to meet at summit level where they can make an 
appraisal of the situation and define responsibilities of every Arab 
country towards the dangers threatening the nation. 

Further delay in holding the summit is bound to prolong the 
current deadlock and will Offer more opportunities for the Ame- 
ricans and the Israelis to pursue their collusion and hatch con- 
spiracies against the Arab Nation. 

Al Dustour: New hostile U.S. gesture 

ON THE eve of Israeli war minister Yitzhak Rabin's visit to Was- 
hington and other visits by leaders from the Middle East. President 
Reagan declared he was proposing to Congress to increase U.S. 
military aid to Israel. The announcement came as many Arab leaders 
were under the impression that Mr. Reagan might introduce ame- 
ndments to his Middle East policies now that he has secured another 
four-year term at the While House. 

The American administration realises that Israel possesses mil- 
itary power far exceeding that of all the Arab countries put together, 
and still pursues a policy of complete bias towards Israel with total 
disregard of the Arabs. The Arabs for their pan still believe that 
Washington might adopt a more balanced attitude towards the Mid- 
dle East problem and are optimistic that the White House might 
exercise pressure on the Zionists. In fact with its,strategic alliance 
agreement with Israel and due to the impassive attitude of the Arabs 
towards the United States. Washington does not give any regard to 
the Arab countries, which so far have failed to lake any decision to 
reconsider their ties with the ’United States, which support their 
enemy. 

Wc look on the White House's announcement of increased mil- 
itary aid to Israel as a renewal of U.S. hostile policies towards the 
Arabs, whose divisions and disputes continue to encourage their 
enemies to hatch plots against them. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Why fear Israel's 
withdrawal? 

IT IS indeed ironic to hear about fears of some Arabs and Lebanese 
regarding an Israeli withdrawal from South Lebanon when the Leb- 
anese resistance continues its struggle to drive away the invaders 
from Lebanon. Some Arabs believe that once the Israelis have been 
withdrawn, the South Lebanese area will be open for disturbances, as. 
if the Israelis had been keeping peace and order in the occupied 
territory. 

Forced to evacuate South Lebanon. Israel was sure to work out 
schemes for causing trouble and also pave the way for new massacres 
in the refugee camps. The Arabs should expect that and should work 
towards aborting Israeli plans and designs. 

The Arab countries can do that by trying to back and strengthen 
the legitimate government in Beirut, which has proved capable of 
handling difficult situations in the past. Though the government's 
measures have been slow, yet they are steady. Now the situation 
requires more help for the Beirut government as matters are mote 
complicated and are made even more so by Israeli conspiracies. 

The Arabs, w ho saw that neither the U.N. forces nor the Syrian 
troops were capable of maintaining peace, should help the Beirut 
government to deploy the army and secure sovereignty over all 
■Lebanese territory. 


New economic policies emerged in 1984 


By Fatted Fanek 


AFTER THE completion of ( 
the first year under the new 
government, it is becoming 
possible to identify and analyse 
the economic policies and doc- 
trines practised in Jordan. 

The first declared by the 
prime minister was the pri- 
nciple of continuity. This gov- 
ernment. he told parliament 
last year, is not coming from a 
vacuum: It is an extension of 
' the previous governments and 
will be the base for future gov- 
ernments. 

• • % , 

Continuity, as practised in 

1 984. turned out to be not def- 
ending any old or out-of-date 
policies or practices as was fea- 
red. but a mere starting point 
from where the previous gov- 
ernment had left things. It 
means the protection of pre- 
vious achievements and the 


embarkation on new ent- 
erprising warranted by the pre- 
vailing circumstances and the 
futuristic perspective. 

Continuation meant that 
there will be no condemnation 
of the past or undoing of things 
simply because they were done 
by others. This dews not pre- 
vent responding to changing 
circumstances by changing pol- 
icies. Thus the first trend that 
can be highlighted is that cha- 
nge and adjustment t&ok place 
-within the framework of con- 
tinuity which is not an easy job. 

The second trend that eme- 
rged in 1984 is the ack- 
nowledgement that there is a 
completely new set of cir- 
cumstances in the local, reg- 
ional and international arenas, 
the most prominent of which 
are: Economic recession after a 


prolonged prosperity, the dec-' 
line of Arab financial aid to the 
treasury, and external bor- 
rowing becoming more dif- 
ficult and costly. 

Under this new economic 
and social environment, pri- 
orities have changed. A new 
process of adjustments has 
commenced. 

The starting point was very 
difficult, but it was finally ado- 
pted and it is gaming mom- 
entum. The people were called 
upon to shoulder the res- 
ponsibility, side by side with 
the government, and introduce 
a substantial change in the con- 
sumption behaviour, both pub- 
lic and private. A more bal- 
anced economy is a must if our 
horizon will extend to foresee 
the future. 

Trade deficit remained an 


accepted fact of life; however, 
the gap will not only cease to 
widen but will also be reduced. 
The method is stressing more 
exports in one hand and che- 
cking imports in the other. 

The financial deficit also 
•remained an accepted reality, 
resulting from Jordan’s huge 
military obligations. The-' 
jrefore, Arab financial support 
is a right on which Jordan will 
insist. Relying on domestic 
revenues is being enhanced. 
Tax-payers are feeling the 
pinch; nevertheless, they show 
more understanding and ability 
to take gradually on increasing 
.part of the burden. 

Large-seal e<p rejects, old and 
new, were not given alternative 
success and growth, or failure 
and death. Only one option 
was allowed, and that is to suc- 


ceed, overcome difficulties and 
bottlenecks and proceed to 
carry out tHb role they were 
created to perform. 

Monetary policies, which at 
one time were expansionary, 
became more conservative. 
Dealing with the balance- 
of-payment matters al ease, on 
the assumption that tbe foreign 
exc ha nge -will always be abu- 
ndant, gave way to more awa- 
reness of the importance of 
defending the country’s 
foreign-exchange reserves and 
protecting them from dep- 
letion. 

Confronting economic rec- 
ession, the government finds 
-itself with two policy option. - 
The first iseasy: to expand pub- 
lic expenditure and money- 
supply which will create a false 
and temporary higher eco- 


nomic activity. The second opt- 
ion is tough. U needs to strike s 
balance between the legitimate 
requirements to maintain an 
adequate level of economic act- 
ivity in one hand, and at the 
same time undertaking the 
•required adjustment's which 
.call for some sacrifices but cre- 
ate a healthier and sustamaWe 
economy on the other. 

Fortunately, the government 
did not embark on the easy 
wav. It did not concentrate on 
the present moment at the exp- 
ense of the future. It opted for 
facing the people with their 
responsibility on the und- 
erstanding that we have a fut- 
ure to care for. a future that can 
be built through sacrifices, res- 
ponsibilities and vinous pro- 
ductive efforts, not juM boo- 
sting consumption and imp- 
ortation. 


New pro-Zionist efforts wooing White House newcomers 


By Wolf Blitzer 

The writer is the Jerusalem Post's 
correspondent in Washington. 

WITH THE start of this second 
■ Reagan administration, Israeli 
diplomats and their American pol- 
itical supporters in Washington 
find themselves scurrying to est- 
ablish closer contacts with some of 
the new faces thrust into the lim- 
elight. 

The most important pol- 
icymakers are remaining — Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan, Vice Pre- 
sident George Bush, Secretary of 
State George Shultz, Secretary of* 
Defence Caspar Weinberger and 
National Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane. 

But there already have been 
some significant changes in per- 
sonnel just, below that level — 
bureaucratic changes.which could 
have a direct impact on U.S. pol- 
icy towards the Middle East, inc- 
luding Israel. In addition, there 
have been several significant cha- 
nges in the Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

How all of this will affect such 
critical matters as economic and 
military aid levels to Israel, sop- 
histicated arms sales to "mod- 
erate” Arab states, back-up sup- 
port for Israel's just-announced 
unilateral withdrawal from Leb- 
anon. and new effort to revive the 
broader Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess still remains to be seen. 

The departure of so many of the 
president’ s closest California pol- 
itical cronies from the White 
House staff in recent weeks has 
suggested to most observers that 
he will be more dependent on the 
thinking of his chief foreign policy 
advisers than ever before. This has 
certainly strengthened the hands 
of Mr. Shultz. Mr. Weinberger 
and Mr. McFarlane. 

James Baker, who ably served 
as White House chief of staff dur- 
ing the first term, will become Sec- 
retary of the Treasury — switching 
jobs with an equally competent 


Donald Reagan. As far as Israel is 
concerned, that exchange of pos- 
itions is unlikely to have any imm- 
ediate effect. Both men. according 
*to political insiders, share roughly 
the same assessment of Israel and 
the Arab World. 

Neither is by any means hostile 
towards Israel, although both 
have occasionally caused pro- 
blems for it. At the Treasury, for 
instance, Mr. Reagan was often 
weary of Israel's ongoing efforts to 
win large-scale U.S. economic aid 
increases at a time of domestic 
U.S. budgetary concerns. This, by 
the way, has been a traditional and 
even understandable posture 
taken by virtually ail Treasury sec- 
retaries over the years. It seems to 
come with the territory. Their 
main worry is over budget deficits. 

But Mr. Baker, while of course 
sensitive to domestic politics, was 
not exactly known in the White 
House as one of Israel's most out- 
spoken supporters either. Thus, 
he can be expected to follow the 
tradition of the Treasury dep- 
artment. 

Another senior White House 
aide.^nd long-time Reagan ass- 
ociate, Michael Deaver. is leaving 
the government, largely in order 
to mike more 'money' in a private' 
public relations firm. Influence- 
peddling in Washington has bec- 
ome a lucrative business in recent 
years. His $75,000 a year White 
House salary is now likely to nea- 
rly quadruple. * 

Israeli officials and American 
Jewish leaders, for the most part, 
did not succeed in establishing 
much of a personal relationship 
with Mr. Deaver over the past four 
years, although he was without 
doubt one of the most influential 
people in the administration. The 
same was unfortunately true with 
William Clark, who is returning to 
California after having served for 
four years as deputy secretary of 
state under Alexander Haig, nat- 
ional security adviser and finally 
as secretary of the interior. 

A much greater loss for Israel 


involves the nomination' of Ed 
Meese as attorney-general. Mr. 
Meese, as White House cou- 
nsellor, was extremely sensitive to 
the domestic political clout of 
American Jewry. He first wefrked 
closely with the Jewish community 
during the 1980 presidential cam- 
paign. He usually joined former 
national security jtiwser Richard 
Allen on speaking tours before 
Jewish' audiences. Later in the 
White HouseT'fce^eBoqterceded 
in crucial forfeigji policy 
decision-making involving Israel 
and the Middle East. His loss, ass- 
uming his appointment to head 
the Justice Department is con- 
firmed by the Senate, will be felt. 

' Another such loss will be U.N. 
Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick, 
who already has announced her 
intention to leave the government. 
There is still some possibility that 
she will take another position in 
the White House — a dev- 
elopment that would be .warmly 
welcomed by Israel and its sup- 
porters. 

According to administration 
officials, veteran State Dep- 
artment ambassador-at-large 
Vernon Walters is the leading 
candidate to replace, Mr.' Kir-./ 
kpatrtek ar the 1 U.N. Given His* 
- personality- • an d- • ba ckgrounds he- 
would be unlikely to be as fierce a 
supporter of Israel in the U.N. as 
Mr. Kirkpatrick has been. Then 
again, his appointment would by 
no means signal a return to the 
gloomy days for Israel of Andrew 
Young and - Donald McHenry, 
who served as former President 
Jimmy Carter’s U.N. envoys. 

There will also be a new U.S. 
ambassador to Israel. And rec- 
ently, Mr. Reagan endorsed Mr. 
Shultz’s recommendation that 
Thomas Pickering, a career State 
Department diplomat wbo cur- 
rently serves as ambassador to El 
Salvador, succeed Samuel Lewis. 

It will take time for Pickering — 
a former Ambassador to Jordan in 
the raid- 70s — to feel at ease in 
Israel and to fully grasp the most 
important issues and personalities 


of the leaders. 

It has been a few years since his 
mind focused on the Middle East 
and, as a result, he will not hit the. 
ground running. But he can be 
expected to catch up relatively 
.quickly. 

At the start of this new session 
of Congress, the leadership cha- 
nges on Capitol Hill also wifl be 
significant. 

The new Senate majority lea- 
der. Republican Bob Dole of Kan- 
sas, has a strong record of support 
for Israel, going back over many 
years. He was especially well- 
liked by the Jewish community 
when he ran, unsuccessfully, with 
Gerald Ford in the 1976 pre- 
sidential election. 

More recently, however, Mr. 
Dole’s position has become som- 
ewhat less clear, according to Isr- 
aeli officials and American Jewish 
political lobbyists. He voted with 
the administration in 1981 in fav- 
our of the Saudi Awacs-F-15 enh- 
ancement package. He is known 
to have deeply reseated Israeli 
and American Jewish opposition. 
This irritation was reflected in an 
occasionally critical address last 
year before the PoKcy Conference . 
of the American Israel Public Aff- 
airs Committee (AIPAC): 

- As a -result, the prevailing-view^ 
is that Mr. Dole’s replacement of 
Senator Howard Baker of Ten- 
nessee — who retired as majority 
leader — does not represent a sig- 
nificant gain. 

The new chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 
Republican Richard Lugar of Ind- 
iana, however, does represent 8 
net gain for Israel. He succeeded 
the defeated Charles Percy of Ill- 
inois. Mr. Lugar. an articulate and 
respected lawmaker, sees Israel as 
an important strategic asset for the 
United States in the region. But he 
is extremely loyal to the adm- 
inistration and will not necessarily 
always please Israel and its fri- 
ends. Already, he has made clear 
his support for Mr. Shultz’s dec- 
ision to lntk economic aid inc- 
reases to Israel to further austerity 


measures aimed at restructuring 
the Israeli economy. Mr. Lugar is 
also in the forefront in pushing for 
a reduced U.S. federal budget def- 
icit. 

The defeat of Democratic rep- 
resentative Clarence Long of 
Maryland represented a real set- 
back for Israel. As chairman of the 
House Appropriations Sub- 
committee on Foreign Ope- 
rations, Mr. Long always pushed 
through increased aid packages 
for IsraeL 

His successor. Democrat David 
Obey of Wisconsin, is unlikely to 
be as aggressively pro-lsraeL The 
ranking Republican on that cru- 
cial panel is Jade Kemp of New 
York, an outspoken and pol- 
itically powerful supporter of Isr- 
ael. 

Israel also has been blessed with 
two strong ftjends on tbe parallel 


Senate Foreign Operations Sub- 
committee — Republican Bob 
Kasten of Wisconsin, who is cha- 
irman. and Democrat Daniel Ino- 
uye of Hawaii, the ranking min- 
ority member. They recently vis- 
ited IsraeL and they can again be 
expected to take the lead in pus- 
hing for the economic and military 
aid packages for Israel. 

In the end, however, the boi- 
tomline decisions made by Mr. 
Reagan, Mr. Shultz. Mr. Wei- 
nberger and company will have 
the most immediate impact on Isr- 
ael. A string of Middle East vis- 
itors — beginning with Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on Jan. 2* 
and followed by King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia in February and Pre- 
sident Mubarak of Egypt in March, 
— will try to shape their » iews. For 
everyone concerned, the stakes 
are high — The Jerusalem Post. 



Cuba seeks savings, greater productivity 


By Cofin McSeveny 

Reuter 

HAVANA — Communist Party 
chiefs and works committees are 
holding urgent meetings thr- 
oughout Cuba this month in res- 
ponse to a call from President 
Fidel Castro for immediate energy 
savings and greater industrial pro- 
ductivity. 

"Now we must build factories 
the way we used to build schools," 
Dr. Castro said last month, str- 
essing that Cuba must pay its way 
in a world which at the moment 
has little interest in sugar -— tra- 
ditionally Cuba's main export. 

The bottom has fallen out of the 
sugar market because of a world 
glut, and Cuba has had to turn to 
other sources to earn hard cur- 
rency for debt repayments and 
imports from the West 


Savings from imported Soviet 
oil offer the most immediate 
means of earning dollars, and the 
unprecedented flurry of national 
and provincial meetings has been 
called to hammer home the aus- 
terity message to bosses and wor- 
kers alike. 

Cuba imports almost all its oil 
— more than 10 million tonnes a 
year — from the Soviet Union, 
which allows its Caribbean ally to 
sell off any surplus on the spot 
market. 

Re-exports of Soviet oil amo- 
unted to more than $500 million 
in 1983 and official sources expect 
last year to show a similar total — 
around 40 per cent of Cuba’s hard 
currency earnings. 

Cuba's urgent need to raise 
output whQe cutting oil con- 
sumption to make even more dol- ' 
Jars through re-exports was exp- 


ressed by Dr. Castro in a series of European diplomat. 

New Year speeches. -j No details of the agreement 

“If we are not a thrifty nation, have been released, but diplomats 
then we cannot call ourselves a say the Soviet Union told Cuba it 
truly revolutionary nation." he couti} expect no increase in. the 
said, announcing a target oijetits in amount of oil it has been rec- 
oil consumption this year of least eivmg 


700 million tonnes. 

A marked fall in traffic in the 
streets of Havana has -been the 
mpst visible sign of the new.aus- 
terity programme which stashed 
the petrol quota of most state 
firms. 

Havana-based diplomats from 


Apart from saving energy, Cuba 
also hopes to earn more hard cur- 
rency through a 30-per cent rise in 
non-sugar exports such as citrus 
fruits, tobacco and nickel. 

“Absolute priority must be 
given to those investments which 
save on hard-currency imports 


■ m — — UA'f'V'AUa 

West and East say it was no coi- and increase hard-currency exp- 
ncidence that the measures were orts ” Dr. Castro said, adding that 
announced shortly after Cuba and he hoped at least 500 million more 
the Soviet Union signed a 1 5-year dollars could be earned in exports 

■ econom ic cooperation agreement to the West this year. 

“Moscow is putting the squeeze Total hard-currency exports 
on Cuba as for as oil is concerned last year are expected to have 
as it has done with all its other amounted to about $1.3 billion. 
Communist allies," said one East official sources say. 


LETTERS 


‘Cyprus has always 
been overwhelmingly 


To the Editor: 

WE WERE amazed and surprised by the striking inaccuracies 
contained in Mr. Musa KeilanTs article “Cyprus: the star of the 
Arab Crescent” in your paper of Jan. 23. 

To put things correctly, there has never been, in the first place, 
“an Arab character of Cyprus" ; there were no Arab inhabitants 31 
the late seventh century on it to be liberated, and hence they could 
not be “deponed” for the sake of transplanting a new race. 

On the contrary, there is irrefutable historical evidence that 
Cyprus was part of the ancient Greek world (Aphrodite of Paphos 
■etc.) and remained overwhelmingly Greek through the centuries 
to this day. There were some shdn raids by the Arabs during the 
.seventh and eighth centuries, but there has never been anv sig- 
nificant colonisation, of theirs on the island. The few Maronites 
originating from Lebanon make up less than one per cent of the 
total population and came much later. 

Secondly, the Tilrldsh community forms less than 20 percent of 
the population, and not 28 per cent as Mr. Keilani asserts. On 
what principle of equality and justice can a 20 per cent minority 
insist on a 50/50 participation in the federation? Would that not 
amount to a flagrant injustice for the 80 per cent majority? 

thirdly, by mentioning only the alleged atrocities committed 
against Turkish formers and their families, while passing under 
silence the internationally acknowledged atrocities of the inv- 
ading Turkish troops in 1974, Mr. Keilani unfortunately proves 
his bias towards one side of the conflict. 

We are afraid such publications run contrary to the spirit of 
friendship between Arabs and Greeks, and can do only harm to 
their good relations. 

Georges Constas, 
Ambassador of Greece. 

Amman. 


Who is against smiling? 

To the Editor: 

IT SEEMS that L.G. Cooper has completely missed Ms Assal's 

S;^v^™Ve°«° r " Tira " J “- «» 
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Lot of controversy over buying unconceived babies 


Report by Sarah Helm, Rowena 
Webster and Roger Wilsher in 
London and Mark Hosenball in 
Washington. Research by Sara 
Walden 

THE BUSINESS of ' ‘buying” a 
baby that is yet to be conceived, by 
paymg a woman to be artificially 
inseminated, is fraught with pot- 
ential pitfalls. What happens if the 
surrogate mother changes her 
mind and wants to abort the foe- 
tus, or, when the child is born, 
wants to keep it? What happens if 
the baby is born deformed, or 
turns out to be triplets, and the 
father changes his mind? How 
does he know that the child is rea- 
lly the product of his sperm and 
not the result of the surrogate 
mother’s own sex life? 

The contracts drawn up by the 
National Centre for Surrogate 
Parenting — which led to the con- 
troversial birth of Baby Cotton — 
are designed to meet all those 
contingencies, and more. The 
Sunday Times has obtained copies 
of two specimen agreements, one 
for the “potential parents”, the 
other for surrogate mothers. They 
are masterpieces of cautious dra- 
fting. 

The agreement signed by the 
would-be father, who provides the 
sperm and pays the bills, runs to 
IS foolscap pages. It stipulates 
Lhat he becomes legally res- 
ponsible for the custody, care and 
support of the baby on con- 
ception, so long as a blood test 
immediately after birth “does not 
exclude the father from pat- 
ernity.” 

He pays in advance: SI 0.000 to 
the centre, and the same amount 
to the surrogate mother, though 
her money is held in escrow until 
he delivers. He also pays $2,500 
for the legal and medical fees, and 
promises to pay any additional 
expenses that might crop up. 

If a baby (or babies) is bom. in 
whatever condition, and the father 
refuses to accept it, he is “com- 
pelled*' to support the child or "to 
pay all expenses relating to putting 
the child up for adoption, or public 
or private institutionalisation of 
said child”. 

The contract the surrogate 
mother signs is longer, 20 pages, 
because the “rules and reg- 
ulations” to which she agrees are 
more demanding. She must sub- 
mit herself for psychological exa- 
mination before insemination. If 


the opportunity to participate in 
one further attempt”. Even if the 
baby is stillborn, deformed or dis- 
abled, “the mother's agreement 
will have been fulfilled and she 
will receive her fee”. 

In addition to the contract, the 
surrogate mother, and her hus- 
band, have to sign a number of 
other documents. Among them is 
a "waiver of the right to abort said 
child” . If she is advised on medical 
grounds to terminate the pre- 
gnancy, the father is entitled to 
call in his own doctor for a second 
opinion. If the two opinions dis- 
agree. "an independent third phy- 
sician's opinion will be binding”. 

She and her husband must also 
sign what is called an abstention 
clause, which reads in part: "We 
understand... that 1 abstain from 
any sexual intercourse for a period 
of at least two weeks prior to the 
initial artificial insemination, and 
that intercourse may not be res- 
umed until the conception has 
been confirmed.” 

Finally, she' agrees not to smoke 
or drink alcohol after ins- 
emination, and not to engage in 
“ sexual promiscuity” . The penalty 
for any breach of these conditions 
is severe: the surrogate mother, 
and her husband, agree to pay all 
expenses already incurred plus 
$25,000 in damages. 

All of which goes some way to 
explaining why Kenneth Clarke, 
the health minister, is determined 
to rush through legislation in. 
“this’' session of parliament, to 
ban commercial surrogate age- 
ncies. As he told The Sunday 
Times on Friday: “The inv- 
olvement of commercial agencies 
is generally seen as extremely tas- 
teless, and I personally object to 
the idea of a woman leasing out a 
womb.” 

The opposition parties agree, 
and the Warnock committee of 
inquiry, which reported last year, 
condemned surrogacy outright, 
recommending criminal pro- 
secution for commercial and 
non-commercial organisers — 
though it was doubtful that private 
arrangements could be effectively 
outlawed. It recommended that 
those arrangements should have 
no legal standing. 

Mr. Clarke promises that when 
commercial agencies have been 
banned, the government will go on 
to consider the “wider issued'. 
The birth of Baby Cotton may yet 
prove to be the catalyst for bro- 


proxy". 

But surrogate motherhood is at 
least as old as ihe biblc. Genesis, 
Chapter 30, says that when Rachel 
could "bare Jacob no children”, 
she proposed her maid. BiJhah. as 
a substitute mother — though the 
insemination was not artificial. 
BQhah gave Jacob two sons. 

How widespread the practice ii 


nkfeld herself with a lucrative bus- 
iness. She had just declared her- 
self personally bankrupt, with 
creditors claiming $494,000 after 
the failure of her * Mr. Wrecking” 
demolition company. 

She established the National 
Centre for Surrogate Parenting 
Inc in a nondescript office in Bet- 
hesda, Maryland, just over the 


now is anybody’s guess. Dr. Ja5k ■ border from the District of Col- 
Glatt, a leading infertility/ spe- umbia. She told the Washington 
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cialist at Hammersmith hospital in 
London, says it has been going on 
in secret since time immemorial: 
" I wouldn't know whether it’s five 
babies a year in this country or 
500,” he said. Perhaps some clue 
is provided by the number of AID 
births — where the husband is inf- 
ertile, and the wife is artificially 
inseminated; in 19R2. the last year 
for which figures are available, 
there were 1,009 reported AID 


Post: "My goal is to have offices 
around the country and maybe in 
England, in the Middle East and 
Western Europe. I want to see this 
company become the Coca-Cola 
of the surrogate parenting ind- 
ustry.” 

Ms. BlankfekTs ambition to 
expand her service to Britain was 
fulfilled in May 1983. when she 
came to London to be interviewed 
for the Thames Television pro- 


pregnancies in Britain, which res- .gramme, TV Eye. Utta Quinton, a 


she suffers a miscarriage, she does ader legislation preventing what 
not get paid, though, if that ji.no '\ehurcb leadeiVdescribed as‘“bri- 
fault of her own, she “shall "have 'ngmg'a child ifilo f “flie~Wodd by 
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Spain’s gypsies still 
outsiders after 500 
years of rejection 


By Judith Matloff 

Reuter 

MADRID — When gypsies first 
appeared in Spain some 500 years 
■ ago they were branded thieves and 
vagabonds — and Spaniards app- 
arently still haven't changed their 
minds. 

While many foreigners ass- 
ociate this wandering people with 
Spain's romance. Flamenco music 
and folklore, the country’s half a 
million gypsies still face hostility 
from people who believe they aj 
shifty robbers, fortune-tellers and 
con-men. 

In the latest of almost monthly 
incidents. 35 young gypsies waited 
for hours in the bitter cold on Jan. 
8 outside a primary school in a 
poor area of Madrid while a crowd 
of adults and children screaming 
“thieves go home" barred their 
entrance. 

A social worker had arranged 
with education authorities for the 
six- to 12-year-old gypsies from a 
nearby shanty-town to attend the 
school while their own school 
underwent repairs. Police were 
called to escort them into the bui- 
lding. 

The confrontation, condemned 
by top politicians and newspapers, 
underlined the limited impact of 
efforts by Spam's Socialist gov- 
ernment to protect gypsies’ rights. 

“The government can provide- 
rs schools, police protection and 
housing,” said Enrique Maya, 
head of the Association for the 
integration of Gypsies. “But it 
can’t stop people hating us." 

The gypsies’ roots are a mys- 
tery. but mosi scholars believe 
they left India in the 1 1th century 
and travelled across Europe, mee- 
ting repression along the way. 
They crossed the Pyrenees into 
Spain in the 1 400s. 

Gone are the days in the 15th 
century when Spain's Catholic 
monarchs banned gypsies from 
the country. And laws mandating 
lough police surveillance of this 
nomadic people under the late dic- 
tator Francisco Franco were rev- 
oked after his death in 1975. 

Many gypsies are now rooted in 
one spot, most have given up their 
horse-drawn carts and brightly- 
coloured garb and some attend 
university. There is even a gypsy 
member of parliament. 

But the members of one of Eur- 
ope’s biggest gypsy communities 
remain second-class citizens in 
Spanish society — unemployed. 


turned away from schools and 
unable to afford decent housing. 

Gypsy leaders estimate that 
some 75 per cent of gypsies are 
illiterate and that 70 per cent live 
in shanty towns with no electricity, 
running water or heaL 

At least 60 per cent are without 
steady work, earning their living 
selling junk and lottery tickets, 
begging and performing Flamenco 
dance and guitar, Andalucia' s art 
form which developed with gypsy 
influence. Many have turned in 
despair to heroin. 

“This racism resembles that 
which American blacks have suf- 
fered,” said Javier Herrera, the 
non-gypsy lawyer of the Int- 
egration Association. _ 

Agusttn Silva, a leader of the El 
Orroyo Venelazada gypsy set- 
tlement in central Madrid, rec- 
ounted complaints heard by Reu- 
ters in other gypsy squatter com- 
munities in Spain. 

A 34-year-old father of five, 
Mr. Silva has been unemployed 
for several months. His children 
suffer gastro-intestioal problems 
and a sixth child died from lack of 
food and medicine. 

Mr. Silva and others living in the 
slum of 300 decayed houses and 
shacks say the government has still 
not provided permanent and pre- | 
fabricated housing promised more i 
than five years ago. 

“We’re sick of living like ani- 
mals,” he said, gesturing at the 
open sewers and piles of garbage 
where some children dressed in 
rags were playing. 

Cesar Royo, a priest who has.! 
worked for 20 years with gypsies 1 
in Zaragoza, said prejudice ste- 
mmed partly from the fact that 
gypsies held themselves apart, 
refusing to intermarry and cli- 
nging to their ancient -tongue. 
Romany. 

Residents of a Zaragoza hou- 
sing estate rioted last year against 
plans to house gypsies nearby. 

Brother Royo said there was 
some truth in the romantic view, 
depicted in Georges Bizet’s opera 
“Carmen” and m the writings of 
Cervantes and Federico Garcia 
Lorca, of the free-spirited gypsy 
who scorns “payos” — non- 
gypsies. 

“ It is a vicious circle What per- 
haps was self-defence in the face 
of persecution now has become a 
way of. life and is fuelling even 
more resentment,” he said. 


uited in 820 live births. 

What is certain is that there is a 
huge demand for children from 
childless couples. According to 
the National Association for the 
Childless, about 10 per cent of 
married couples in this country 
who want children cannot have 
them. And, because of an increase 
in cases of inflammatory pelvic 
infection — and the spread of sex- 
ually transmitted diseases — inf- 
ertility- is on the increase. 

Most victims would opt for ado- 
ption, and at any one time 
100,000 couples are looking for a 
baby, according to British Age- 
ncies for Adoption and Fostering. 
But most want “healthy white 
babies” and there are only about 
1,200 available. Demand exceeds 
supply by a factor of 80. Indeed, 
since abortion was legalised in 
1968, the total number of ado- 
ptions has fallen from 24,000 a 
year to less than 9,000 a year — 
and more than half of those are 
“stei>-adoprions”, where one or 
other of the couple is already the 
child's natural parent. 

The pattern is much the same in 
other developed countries where 
abortion, changing attitudes tow- 
ards single-parent families, and 
improved contraception tec- . 
hniques, have drastically reduced 
the number of unwanted children 
— and increased the desperation 
of childless couples. 

In America in 1981, 37- 
year-old Harriett Blankfeld was 
among the first to realise that sur- 
rogate motherhood could provide 


former airline stewardess from 
Redhili, Surrey. 'read about her 
visit in a newspaper and went to 
see Ms. Blankfeld at the Hilton 
Hotel. 

Ms. Quinton had long had an 
interest in surrogacy after reading 
about it in a novel, and had inc- 
luded it in an essay as part of her 
training to qualify as a health vis- 
itor. Alter the HUton meeting she 
agreed to follow up the inquiries 
that Ms. Blankfeld had received 
from British would-be surrogate 
mothers. 

She was given a warning about 
how hostile some people might be 
to that decision when, in late 
1983, she got a job as a health 
visitor with East Surrey health 
authority. Though she kept her 
surrogacy activities separate (and 
carried them out under her mai- 
den name. Manning), the Ma3 on 
Sunday found out about her and. 
on Dec. 4. led the newspaper with 
a story headlined “Babies for s- 
ale”. A week later, she resigned 
from the healt h aut hority. 

Ms. Quinton and Ms. Blankfeld 
did not learn from that exp- 
erience. When, within four 
months, Kim Cotton — a 28- 
year-old housewife from Finchley 
— had signed up with the agency, 
and become pregnant through 
insemination, the story of “Bri- 
tain’s first commercial surrogate 
mother” was offered to Fleet Str- 
eet newspapers by auction. 

The Daily Star won, with a bid 
of £7,500, on the strict agreement 
that Cotton's identity would not 


up to half of -these- couples (where .be revealed. But the -Daily -Mail 


ntifying her. It broke the news last 
September, and revealed that the 
baby would be born in Barnet, 
north London. 

From then on, controversy was 
inevitable. As Vic Lyon, the cha- 
irman of Barnet's social services 
committee, said: “If Mrs. Cotton 
had not gone for publicity we may 
never have known. But here we 
had a mother who openly adm- 
itted she had no intention of caring 
for her baby, we had an agency 
that wasn't a recognised pla- 
cement agency, and we had no 
idea who the prospective parents 
were likely to be. We had a sta- 
tutory duty in such circumstances 
to step in.” 

Alan Gorst, the borough's soc- 
ial services director, was advised 
by thfe Home Office to wait until 
the child was born. The moment 
she was, at 7.26 p.m. on Jan. 4, 
Mr. Gorst went to the home of the 
local duty magistrate to get a 
“place of safety” order, pre- 
venting Baby Cotton's removal 
from the hospital. 

The only way the child’s father 
could then get the baby he had 
paid for was to apply for her to be 
made a ward of court, and trust 
that he would eventually be given 
custody. Last week, Mr. Justice 
Latey made the wardship order 
from his home in Roehampton. 

Whatever his verdict, the likely 
consequence of all the publicity 
and wrangling is that Baby Cotton 
will be one of the last commercial 
surrogate babies born in Britain, 
though at least three other women 
signed up by Blankfeld 1 s agency 
are already pregnant. 

They are all due to collect 
£6,500. which is approximately 
what $10,000 was worth when the 
contracts were signed. Blankfeld 
thinks that is not very much. In 
1983 she told the Washington 
Post: “When you consider that the 
whole process takes anywhere 
from 18 months to two years, 
they’re only making 78 cents an 
hour.” 

However distasteful this kind of 
attitude may be, many experts in 
infertility and in family law believe 
the rush to judgment on surrogacy 
is wrong and dangerous. 

Robert Winston, reader in Inf- 
ertility Studies at Hammersmith 
hospital, believes that non- 
commercial surrogacy should be 
permitted, and even provided on 
the National Health Service in 
cases of special need. “Infertility 
can be a devastating condition and 


Robert Johnson Q.C., chairman 
of the Family Bar Association, 
says that the Warnock rec- 
ommendation to make non- 
profit-making agencies liable for 
criminal prosecution is “wrong 
and totally unworkable." 

Professor Michael freeman, of 
University College London, an 
expert in family law. accuses the 
government of “moral panic”. He 
says: “We have a government 
which is generally committed to 
liberty and freedom, and I would 
like to know on what grounds they 
would like to interfere with what 
looks like a perfectly good com- 
mercial contract .which would 
probably end up with a child being 
cared for perfectly well.” He says 
that critics are guilty of “sexist glo- 
rification of motherhood”. 

Dr. Wendy Greengross, a pra- 
ctising G.P. and one of the two 
dissenting members of the War- 
nock committee, is opposed to 
commercial surrogate agencies, 
but believes it is “very sad” that 
Mr. Warnock came out in favour 
of a total ban. “A large number of* 
children have to live through veiy 
distressing circumstances, such as 










BSBSm my . 

ISsV- >■; .vT 


' 


efer’f v,- ..'- r . 

... ,*/ 
■j*— V*— — 1 . ’.f 

mm,--. 


■ • ’ " . •>*.*? 



Surrogate mother Kim Cotton and her husband. Geoff. Right (Above) Baby Colton. 


the divorce of parents. Who is to 
say that a child bom of a surrogate 
mother to loving parents, under 
careful supervision, will nec- 
essarily suffer such serious dif- 


rogacy within the committee was 
more divided than the final rally of 
votes suggested. “ We were under 


crunch came out against." 
The unsavoury aspect ui 


it is., tpe w onx 33 ; who is infertile^ (t^ie Mail on). Sunday’s sister * of great concern to marry people”, s Acuities?” 

witi^Tean^yr?r«^provideBla r .-paper) had’ no -difficulty & ide- ' he said. * “ • v -She claims that opinion on sur- 


a lot of pressure to report by the case of Bab\ Cotton might h:i 
government deadline. There wore made the verdict more cert:, 
some people who were unsure. But is it right? — The Sum! 
and- then when it came to the Times. 



More shipowners rissirfe; 

the rocks with 
decreasing demand 


, 1984 was not a good year for the world shipping industry, and as 
'Capacity continues to overtake demand, 1 985 does not look as if it is 
to be any better. Andrew Fisher takes a bleak look at the 
-rpia^pests for world shipping. 


CAVE". Scientists explore on passage of Actun 
Tun Kill, a newly discovered cave in the jungles of 
Belize. Thomas E. Miller led the team that found the 
huge system. He reports that the largest chamber is 
at least 213 feet high and 1,720 feet long. "It would 


swallow the biggest room at Carlsbad and still have 
a third left over,” says Miller, whose expedition was 
supported by the National Geographic society. The 
cave bolds many Maya artifacts. 


‘Normal’ cholesterol level called 
dangerous by U.S. physicians 


By Jane E. Brody 

NEW YORK — In the most far- 
reaching public health rec- 
ommendation yet made on cho- 
lesterol and heart disease, a panel 
has advised dietary and other tre- 
atment for many people whose 
cholesterol levels have until now 
been considered “ normal” by 
many American physicians. 

The panel said that average cho- 
lesterol levels among Americans 
were too high and contributed to 
the fact that half the population 
died of heart disease. 

In the panel's report, released 
by the National Institutes of Hea- 
lth. elevated blood cholesterol was 
cited for the first time as a direct 
cause of heart disease, not just an 

associated “risk factor.” 

The experts set as a desirable 
cholesterol goal a blood level of 
less than ISO milligrams (0063 
ounces) for adults in their 20s and 
less than 200 milligrams for those 
aged 30 and older. Typical 
middle-age Americans have cho- 
lesterol readings of 220 to 260 mil- 
ligrams. 

The panel urged aggressive tre- 
atment for people 30 and older 
whose cholesterol levels are above 
240 milligrams. In addition, the 
panel sa id that children with levels 


above 185 milligrams and people 
in their 20s with cholesterol levels 
above 220 milligrams should be 
treated to lower those levels. 

Many physicians now regard 
these levels as acceptable, pri- 
marily because they are com- 
monly found in Americans. How- 
!ever, the panel said that a decrease 
of as much as 50 per cent in heart 
disease rates could be achieved in 
these people, whom they describe 
as at “high risk.” 

“We realised that doctors are 
not going to do much about cho- 
lesterol until they know what’s 

high,” said Dr. Daniel Steinberg 
of the University of California, 
San Diego, who was chairman of 
the panel. 

“The same was true with high 
blood pressure .” Dr. Steinberg 
said. By calling attention to what 
are now regarded as Wood pre- 
ssure levels that warrant tre- 
atment, public health experts suc- 
ceeded in greatly reducing this 
hazard among millions of Ame- 
ricans. 

The panel, whose members 
were chosen for their diverse exp- 
ertise and lack of a prior strong 
public stand on the cholesterol 
issue, was convened by the health 
organisations to try to arrive at a 
consensus on what, if anything. 


should be done about cholesterol 
in the general population. 

For two days the panel con- 
sidered a wide range of evidence 
and dissenting views from those 
who believe that changing diet is 
not necessary before it devised its 
aggressive recommendations. The 
panel called for an all-out national 
campaign to help people put its 
recommendations into effect. 

The panel's report said a vast 
amount of evidence, from the lab- 
oratory and clinic as well as from 
studies of populations throughout 
the world, supported a conclusion 
that cholesterol was a cause of 
heart disease. 

These studies indicate that high 
blood cholesterol results in an 
accumulation of forty deposits in 
blood vessels, resulting in a nar- 
rowing of those vessels and an inc- 
reased chance that the blood sup- 
ply to the heart can be cut off, 
precipitating a heart attack. 

The most recent study showed 
that reducing cholesterol levels in 
the blood could prevent deaths 
■from heart disease, with every 1 
per cent reduction in cholesterol 
lowering the coronary risk by two 
per cent. — 

Int emational Herald Tribune. 


LONDON — ■ No-one in the shi- 
pping world thought 1985 was 
going to usher in a new golden era 
for the industry. But a couple of 
years or so back, many reckoned 
that an upswing in freight rates 
and earnings would have been 
under way now. 

Instead, more and more com- 
panies are floundering. Awash 
with debt and with far more ships 
than are needed to cany cargoes 
on most routes, shipowners are 
wondering how they or their rivals 
will even survive. 

This month saw the Zirn com- ■ 
pany of Israel pur the extent of its 
debts at more than $500 million 
and state that it would ask its gov- 
ernment, which has guaranteed 
$110 million of its loans, for ass- 
istance. 

Earlier in the month. Gazocean 
of France agreed a new pro- 
gramme with shipping companies 
from which it had chartered ves- 
sels. Charters would be ret- 
rospectively cancelled from Jan. 1. 
1984, thus averting an estimated 
FFr200 million (.$19.4 million) of 
losses for last year in gas shipping. 

Late last year, both Saleninvest 
of Sweden, a major force in ref- 
rigerated cargo shipping, and Irish 
Shipping, a bulk carrier operator, 
collapsed. The repercussions have 
been felt right round the sensitive 
and jittery shipping world. 

As a result, shipbrokers and 
bankers reckon 1985 islikely to be 
an especially testing year. “This 
could be the year of the sort-out,” 
said Mr. Michael Robinson of the 
Hill Samuel merchant bank shi- 
pping division. 

“Most market experts see no 
possibility of any recovery thr- 
ough 1985," said Mr. Alan Bra- 
uner, a. senior executive of Mid- 
land Bank dealing with ship fin- 
ance. “The short-term outlook is 
not at all encouraging." 

Why not? Well, firstly, freight 
rates mostly showed so little mov- 
ement from depressed levels last 
year and the year before that own- 
ers are unable to make proper ret- 
urns on their investments. 


Bui they still owe money io the 
banks and institutions which hel- 
ped finance the ships in the first 
place. Banks have been prepared 
to nurse their clients through hard 
times, but those hard times have 
now lasted roo long. 

“There comes a time.” added 
Mr. Brauner. “when you have to 
realise that it’s not a curable dis- 
ease but incurable and you have to 
cut it out." A number of com- 
panies. having stuck it out through 
1983 and I9K4. "will be hanging 
on by their fingernails to make it 
through lyS5 “ 

Another shipping banker. Mr. 
Michael Rcvell. director of shi- 
pping in London of Marine Mid- 
land Bank of the U.S.. recently 
estimated that total shipping ind- 
ustry debt was over $35 billion. 

Since mid-1983. financial ins- 
titutions had arrested or taken 
over at least 240 vessels " and are 
writing off. or making provisions 
for. some 5500 million". He cited 
Hong Kong. Greek. Canadian and 
Taiwanese companies as major 
shipowning names which had col- 
lapsed. or nearly done so. 

He saw no reason why this year 
should not be as bad as last. Even a 
15 per cent rise in freight rates 
would be "too little and too late 
for some”. And while int- 
ernational trade was rising by only 
two per cent a year, the supplv of 
vessels was going up by six or 
seven per cent. 

A second key factor is that new 
ships are still being built, often at 
knock-down prices — mainly in 
the Far East — as yards and gov- 
ernments strive 'to keep shi- 
pbuilding in business and jobs in 
being. 

The capacity surplus in the two 
long-standing problem areas of 
tankers and bulk carriers has come 
down as scrapping has increased. 
Bui as the latest company hea- 
daches have shown, such "highly 
Specialised sectors as refrigerated 
cargo ships (reefers) and gas car- 
riers are by no means immune to 
trouble. 


When companies get locked r 
into charters taken on w lien rates 
(and rate expectations! were hig- 
her than today, earnings arc lust 
eroded in the current climate. 
Irish Shipping was pm into liq- 
uidation by its government ow ner 
rather than being all> lived to .spend 
the 1£56.5 mil linn (S57 million) 
on keeping its charters going with 
Far Eastern owners in the next tew 
years. 

Gazocean rook a different 
route. It asked Furness Withy, the 
U.K. company owned by the C.Y. 
Tung group of Hong Kong, and 
others from whom it had cha- 
rtered ships, lo cancel the cha- 
rters. which had already been sus- 
pended since early 1 9X4. 

As part compensation, it lias 
offered the companies sha- 
reholdings in Gazocean. Furness, 
which would have some 22 per 
cent, has said it will accept. The 
rates on the ship-, ihe French com- 
pany had chancre d ranged from 
S350.0UU to S60U.IJU0 a month. 
But they were earnina only aro- 
und $200,000. 

Many key freight rates showed 
no overall change in 1984. despite 
some upward flurries. In Dec- 
ember 1983. the rate lor grain 
from the U.S. Gulf to Japan was 
S15 a ton. A year later, it was 50 
cents less. Coal shipments from 
Hampton Roads tn the eastern 
U.S. stuck at Si 2.50. 

Major container routes also 
seem set for rate wars, as new and 
larger ships are delft ered — m.u- 
abiy to Evergreen of Taiwan and 
United States Lines for their 
round-the-world services — and 
the capacity surplus rises. 

Hapag-Llovd. the West Ger- 
man shipping group which has had 
its own troubles in recent years but 
is now through the worst, est- 
imated that world container shi- 
pping capacity would soar from 
1.3 million TEU (20-loot con-..', 
tainer units) to nearly 1 .9 milifonP 

TEU at end- 19 X 6 . 7 

Since there is already more eon- •• 
tainer slot capacity than there is 7 
demand, some operators will do- « 
arly fall by the wayside in the next S 
few years. For insolvency experts, 3 
the rest of the 19SU* look pro- f 
mising. For many shipowners, j 
they will be catastrophic — : 'rJj 
ancial Times news feature. \ 
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Arsenal knocked out of 
English F. A, Cup 


LONDON (R) • — Third division York City pufled off 
a dramatic and unexpected victory when they kno- 
cked first division Arsenal out of the English Foo- 
tball Association (F.A.) Cup with a last-minute pen- 
alty Saturday. 


Striker Keith Houchen was the 
hero of York's shock fourth round 
win when he was fouled by Ars- 
enal's England midfielder Steve 
Williams, but recovered to score 
the winning goal from the penalty 
spot. 

On a day of few other surprises 
for the top dubs, early goals by 
Trevor Steven and Gary Stevens 
ensured holders Everton of an 
easy win over third division Don- 
caster Rovers and a comfortable 
passage into the fifth round. 

Last season's beaten finalists 
Wailord came from behind to win 
their fourth round tie 3-1 at Gri- 
msby while Nottingham Forest 
were held to a 0-0 draw by second 
division Wimbledon. 

Everton. the first division lea- 
ders. beat Doncaster 2-0. Man- 
chester United beat struggling 
Coventry City 2-1 and Sou- 
thampton won 2-0 at second div- 
ision Orient, who huff disposed of 
West Bromwich Albion in the 
third round. 

The top individual per- 
formances of the day came from 
Sheffield Wednesday striker Imre 


Varadi. who scored a hat-trick in 
his team's 5- 1 thrashing of second 
division Oldham, and Chelsea str- 
iker Kerry Dixon, on target four 
times in the 5-0 win at Wigan in a 
third round replay. 

Dixon's goals took his tally for 
the season to 27 and consolidated 
his position as the leading scorer in 
English soccer in only his first sea- 
son with Chelsea. 

One of the bravest cup per- 
formances came from third div- 
ision Gillingham who fought back 
from 2-0 down at Ipswich to draw 
level at 2-2 — after defender Mel 
Sage had scored an own goal for 
Ipswich and then one for his own 
team. But the first division team's 
teenage striker Jason Dozell sco- 
red a late winner. 

Luther Blissett was the hero of 
Watford's win at Grimsby with 
two of his team's three second half 
goals after Steve Foley had given 
the second division team a hal- 
ftime lead. 

Manchester United's narrow 
win over Coventry included a 
penalty save by their reserve goa- 
lkeeper Steve Pears from Terry 


Gibson after Mark Hughes, later 
carried off injured, and Paul 
McGrath had put United 2-0 up 

Gibson pulled a goal back for 
Coventry to revive memories of 
their victory in Manchester two 
weeks ago — when he scored 
twice — but he was not able to 
produce a repeat performance and 
United scraped through to a fifth 
round that will involve at least 
eight first division clubs. 

Leicester and Luton, two clubs 
who have been threatened by rel- 
egation, both went through with 
home victories over second div- 
ision opponents. 

Leicester beat Carlisle 1-0 with 
a goal from their captain Bobby 
Smith while Luton won 2-0 aga- 
inst Huddersfield, with goals from 
Mai Donaghy and Brian Stein 
Huddersfield were reduced to 10 
men in the first half when full- 
back Brian Laws was sent off. 

Southampton, cup winners in 
1976 and semifinalists last season 
produced a polished away per- 
formance to overcome Orient 
with goals from veteran Scottish 
striker Joe Jordan and former 
England under-21 forward Steve 
Moran. 

York apart, the only team from 
outside the first division with a 
certain place in the last 16 were 
second division B arnsley who beat 
Brighton 2-1. 


Australian, Bulgarian take 1st 
olds in Melbourne games 


MELBOURNE <R) — The nat 
ional flags of the Soviet Union and 
the United States flew side by side 
as the inaugural Australia Games 
were opened Saturday. 

Competitors from both cou- 
ntries. who did not face each other 
at either the 1980 Moscow Oly- 
mpics or la« ! . year s Los Angeles 
Game.*, mingied behind the ban- 
ners ot i heir sports at the end of 
the 90 minute opening ceremony. 

• But when competition began it 


was Bulgaria and Australia who 
claimed the First gold medals in the 
weightlifting. 


Matilda the giant Kangaroo, 
mascot of the 1982 Brisbane 
Commonwealth Games, and 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke were 
botb missing from the opening 
ceremony. But the presence of the 
Americans and Soviets was some 
compensation. 

Athletes from the two countries 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT.* 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting 
room, two bathrooms, kitchen, a family dining room, sep- 
arate central heating, separate telephone, central antenna 
and garage. 

Location: Um Uthaina, Al Janoubi, behind the super gas- 
oline station, opposite Hussein Housing . Estate, Jabai. 
Amman. 

Call: 815819 and 44530. 


were among an estimated 1,300 
who paraded into the Hawthorne 
leisure centre at the erfd of the 
ceremony. 

Leading the procession as guest 
of honour and Australia Gaines 
flag-bearer was former Olympic 
champion swimmer Dawn Fraser. 
Then Victorian Premier John 
Cain, standing in for Prime Min- 
ister Hawke, welcomed the ath- 
letes and officially launched the 
games before a near capacity aud- 
ience. 


A spokesman said the prime 
minister had a prior engagement 
at an Australia day conceit in a 
nearby theatre which could not be 
broken. - . . ... 



Becker stakes a claim to tennis stardom 


MANNHEIM (DaD) — Boris Becker (photo above), 
a 17-year-old from Mannheim, Federal Republic of 
Germany, has staked a claim to tennis stardom with 
two sensational tournament wins already thfa year. . 

He beat Stefan Ed berg of the Swedish Davis Cop 
team m five sets to win the Under-21 Masters tou- 
rnament in Birmingham, England. He didn’t con- 
cede a single set until the final of the $280,000 tou- 
rnament and delighted the public. 

He went on to win the $50,000 invitation tou- 
rnament in Portland, Oregon, beating Paul Ann , 
acone and Rick Leach of the USA in straight sets and 
winning the final 6-4, 6-4 against Mei Purcell of the 


USA. 


Last year Becker, who is 1.87m tall and weighs 
80kg, twice showed talent. He did well at Wim- 
bledon until an injury kno cked him out, while in the 
Australian Open he reached the quarter-finals. 

“I want to be the No. 1 in tennis,** he announced 
after his Birmingham win. He still has a long way to 
go, bnt his optimise is shared, for instance, by the 
Swedish sports reporter who wrote: ‘'Tins victory is 
in all probability the start of something very big. 
Keep an eye on German tennis in future, especially 
on this young redhead.” 


Roehrl in pursuit of fourth 
Monte Carlo Rally crown 


MONTE CARLO (R) — West 
German Walter Roehrl went in 
pursuit of his fourth successive vic- 
tory in the Monte Carlo Rally Sat- 
urday, hoping his Audi would wit- 
hstand the meteoric rise of the 
rival Peugeot team. 

Roehrl and Swedish World 
Champion Stig Blomqvist. first 
and second in Audi Ouattros last 
year, set out from the Bad Hom- 
burg stalling point in West Ger- 
many while the three Peugeot pre- 
tenders chose Paris in a heavily- 
depleted overall entry. 

The rain poured in Monte Carlo 
as a local entrant with the nic- 
kname *TcJiine’ r Ied a parade of 31 • 
l.qtrs awayfiom the^edi^^eaQ 

rtf? rrrrr! 


NOTICE 

AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION 
MULTI-MODE TRANSPORT PROJECT - 
JORDAN 

PERMANENT WAY MATERIALS TENDER 
No. 1/85 

The following amendments may please be noted: 


The last date for submission of the offers at ARC’S 
office at Ma'an shall be 12.00 noon on 1.4.1985 ins- 
tead of 16.3.1985. Other conditions remain unc- 
hanged. 


DIRECTOR GENERAL 


FORWENT 



Please call Tel: 811363 


Unfurnished apartment of 
two bedrooms, salon, din- 
ing room, two verandas, 
two bathrooms, central 
heating. 

Excellent location 7th 
Circle. Jabai Amman - 
behind Al-Waha stores. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-lumished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
fiats, w/w carpet, colour 
T.V., central heating, tel- 
ephone. 

Two locations, jabai 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 


I PASSPORT LOST 


A Bangladeshi passport 
No. E-1 03266, issued at 
Dhaka, in the name of 
Mohd Abul has been lost 


Those who have found It 
are kindly requested to 
call 

Mr. Faour, Tel. No. 44419 


principality where the rally ends 
□ext Friday. 

Red-and-white Monaco flags 
adorned Casino square where a 
cream Rolls Royce added an extra 
note of opulence as minister of 
state Jean Herly waved off car 
number 9. a white Opel Manta 
driven by ‘Tchine the identity 
chosen by the real-life Auguste 
Turuani. 

Prince Albert, son and heir of 
Prince Rainier, was among scores 
of Monaco residents who braved 
the rain to see off the 53rd Monte 
Carlo Rally — happy rhe event 
was on at all after the wrangling of 
the past foormonths. - 
!A ‘total of 117 cars, less than 
half Iasi year’s entry,' headed out 
-frtrin •’■six " European towns — 
Monte ‘Carlo. Paris,' Bad Hom- 
burg, Barcelona. Laausanne and 
Sestriere in Italy — ensuring the 
1985 rally was reality and not a 
’casualty of crisis as in 1957 and 
1974. 

Just four weeks ago the Aut- 
omobile Club of Monaco decided 
to cancel the race rather than con- 
tinue arguing with their French 
counterparts who had demanded a 
one million francs ($1 10,000) levy 
for use of French roads. 

The Monaco organisers cha- 


nged their minds a day later when 
the French said the race could be 
rUQ under the same conditions as 
last year, but the long uncertainty 
has resulted in a smaller field. 

The competitors converge at 
Saim -Etienne in southern France 
early Sunday where the 4.000-km 
rally stans in earnest with 34 spe- 
cial stages. 


Attention is centred on what is 
expected to become a duel bet- 
ween the West German AudPs 
and the French Peugeot 205 Tur- 
bos. making their Monte debut. 

Finland's Ari Vatanen. 1981 
World Champion, achieved three 
wins for Peugeot whea they made 
a spectacular entry info the World 
Championship late last season. 

Fellow Finn Timo Salonen and 
Frenchman Bruno Saby com- 
pleted the three-car assault aga- 
inst the rule of Roe hriL- twice world 
champion and winner of the 
Monte in 1980, 1982, 1983 and 
1984 — all in different makes of 
car. 

Lancia — RoeluTs team in 
1983 — opened their challenge 
from Sestriere with Finland’s 
Henri Toiyonen and Italian Mas- 
simo Biasion, hoping to improve 
od a disappointing 1984 showing. 


Decker registers 3rd 
fastest mile ever 


NEW YORK. (R) — Double 
world champion Mazy DeckeT 
responded to a hostile reception at 
the Milrose Games by running 
the third fastest women's indoor 
mile ever Friday night. 

Decker, booed as she walked 
onto the track at Madison Square 
Garden, led from start to finish to 
beat Britain’s Olympic 3,000 met- 
res silver medallist Wendy Sly by 
nearly 10 seconds before rev- 
ealing she was assaulted while on a 
training run last week. 

Carl Lewis also found the crowd 
hard to please. They wanted to see 
the quadruple Olympic gold med- 
allist set a world best in the long 
jump. But he, too. was jeered after 
declining to take his last two 
jumps because of injury. 

His second effort, at 8.50 met- 
res well short of a world mark, was 
enough to win the evenr com- 
fortably. 

Ironically, only a handful of 
people stayed late to witness the 
only record to fall during the 
games — a U.S. national mark of 
2.34 metres set by Jimmy Howard 
in the high jump. But Howard, 
who won the competition, and 
Olympic silver medallist Patrick 
Sjoberg of Sweden both failed 
with three attempts to set a world 
best of 2 39 metres. 

Decker, the darling of America 
before the Olympics, has fallen 
from grace since her collision with 
Britain's Zola Budd in the 3,000 


metres final hi Los Angele 
43,000: 


_ Jes. 

But the 1 ,500 and 3,000 metres 
gold medallist from the 1 983 Hel- 
sinki World Championships sil- 
enced the audience with a pow- 
erful and confident display of 
front running to win in four min- 
utes 22.01 seconds — less than 
two seconds outside her own ind- 
oor world best. 


Afterwards Decker said she fell 
weak over the second pan of the 
race following an incident in Eug- 
ene. Oregon. last Saturday when 
an attacker knocked her to the 
ground, asked her for money and 
said he was going to kill her. Dec- 
ker was able to break away and 
run to a nearby car. 

Ireland's Eammon Coghlan 
confirmed his return to top form 
by winning his sixth Milirose mile 
and his third consecutive race of 
the season. 

Coghlan, kept out of the Oly- 
mpics with a leg injury and holder 
of the world indoor best for the 
distance, clocked 3:53.82 to win 
easily from his compatriot Ray 
Flynn and New Zealander John 
Walker. 

There was a surprise though for % 
Olympic triple gold medallist Val- 
. erie Brisco-Hooks. She was bea- 
ten by fellow- American Diane 
Dixon over 400 metres in what 
probably would have been ano-' 
ther U.S. record had the aut- 
omatic timings not failed. 


Budd wins 1st indoor race 


VOLVERHAMPTON, England 
-(R) — Zola Budd celebrated her 
first ' appearance on an indoor 
track with a victory over 1,500 
metres in the British Indoor Cha- 
mpionships Friday night. 

After winning her beat in four 
minutes 21 seconds, the 18- 
year-old South African-born run- 
ner, who has pledged her athletics 
future to Britain, said: “It felt no 
different from running anywhere 
else. I felt comfortable all the way 
through.” 

Friday night’s race was Badri's 
first in Britain since she set a world 
2.000 metres best in London last 


July, a month before her ill-fated 
clash with American Mary Decker 
in the Olympic 3,000 metres final. 

Running barefoot on the hard, 
sloping track posed no problem 
for Budd as she won by 20 metres 
from Elise Lyon. 


Britain's Ade Mafe, who won a 
silver medal at the World Indoor 
Games in Paris last weekend, and 
American Mel Lattany set up a 
repeat of last year’s 200 metres 
clash in these championships 
when they successfully come thr- 
ough 'their respective heats and 
semifinals. 


Navratilova into Florida semis 


FOR RENT 

INDEPENDENT GROUND FLOOR 


Furnished house with three bedrooms - hail - salon - 
dining room -baths and accessories with telephone. 


Location: Jabai Amman - Third Circle 
Opposite Hisham Hotel 

Call telephone 41902 Amman 


KEYBISCAYNE. Florida (R) - 
Fourth seeded Hana Mandiikova 
of Czechoslovakia was upset by 
ninth seeded Catarina Lindqvisl 
of Sweden 3-6, 7-5, 6 - 1 Friday in 
the quarterfinals of the Florida 
Women’s Temtis Championships. 

Top. seeded Martina Nav- 
ratilova and second seeded Chris 
Evert Lloyd avoided the upset 
bug. however. Navratilova of the 
U.S. overpowered fifth seeded 
Carling Bassett of Canada 6-2, 
6-2 and Evert Lloyd of the U.S. 


beat seventh seeded Bonnie Gad- 
usek of the U.S. 6-2. 6-1. 

Lindqvist used some sharp gro- 
und strokes to rally against Man- 
dlikova. 

“She was too powerful for me so 
I had to try and hit the ball deep." 
Lindqvist said. 

That strategy paid off as she 
eventually forced Mandiikova 
into making a lot of errors. 

“I thin k she let down,” Lin- 
dqvist said. "She made so many 
unforced errors." 


Connors reaches pro 

PHILADELPHIA (R) — Jimmy 
Connors’ determination carried 
him into the semifinal of the 
$300,000 U.S. Pro Indoor Te nnis 
Championships here Friday night. 

Connors’ 6-4, 7-6 win enabled 
him to join top seed John McE- 
nroe and unseeded pair American 


indoor last four 

Scott Davis and Miloslav Mecir of 
Czechoslovakia. 

After a tight first set was taken 
by Connors, quarter-final opp- 
onent and compatriot Mel Purcell 
raised his level of play, using pin- 
point forehands and his speed to 
hustle to a 4-0 second set lead. 


FOR RENT. 


Furnished apartments: one bedroom and three bed- 
rooms. Unfurnished apartment: two bedrooms and 
three bedrooms. 

’ With central heating and telephones. 

Location : Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 41443 



SCANDIN/VIAN 

SHOWROOM 


Living rooms 

* Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

* Wall units 
Lighting fixtures 

i'ClubQ for children 



* Modem Danish design 
Feather upholstery 

ir Danish-Pack Homes 

* "Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 


. Tne youtniul 
style with an 
eye to the M«ne 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 si Circle. Jabai Amman, 
near Ahhyyah Girls School 



Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 - 


PEKING DUCK & 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


VISIT SOON! 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


| Tel. 41093 J 


1 

CHEN’S 

I 

1 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

| 

£ 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 


1 

Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 


■§ 

Supermarket 



Mongolian Barbed ue 


1 

for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

i 

to 

Come and taste our. 


1 

specialities 
Open daily 

1 


12:00 noon - 3:30 pj*. 


S 

6:30 pjn. - Midnight 

i 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN' 


i 


ABOVE HOKUM 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 


The first and best Chinese! 
restaurant 

in Aqaba 

Take " - away service ava- \ 
liable 

'Open daily 1 ! 1 JO *3 JO - and 6:30 
11:00 


packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents o*w fft* mW 
I Tel: SMOSQTta: ton BESMCO jol 


AQABA, Tel. 4415 


P.O. Bra B2S487 
AMMAN JORDAN 



★ ★ ★ One- Theatre* fr ★ + 


Philadelphia 


S*T*R»UKE*S 


* 

*• 

* * 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* . 

★ 


Showu 3.30 6 8.30 -10.15 
TB.. 34M4-34M9 

I* ********* 
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* 
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Britain’s visible trade deficit quadruples 


LONDON (R) — Britain had Us 
biggest deficit on visible trade for 
10 years -in 1984, despite huge 
earnings from North Sea oil. gov- 
ernment figures showed Friday. 

The department of trade and 
industry said imports of goods 
exceeded exports last year by 
£4,14 billion ($4.6 billion),, a def- 
icit almost four times bigger than 
in 1983. 

It was (he largest deficit since 
1974 when the shonfal] stood at 
£5.4 billion (then $12.6 billion). 

But in its overall dealings with 
the rest of the world, Britain sho- 
wed a small surplus. 

The current account balance of 
payments, which includes “inv- 
isibles' 1 like tourism, shipping, 
insurance and financial services, 
was in the black by £1 96 million 
<S21 8 million) in 1984. 

However, this was well below 
the 1983 surplus of £2.29 billion 
(S3. 22 billion! and was the worst 
performance since 1979. 

Government sources said it was 
estimated that the 1 G-month-old 
coalminers' strike added some 
£2.75 billion l$3.05 billion) lonet 


imports last year. 

In December Britain registered 
a visible trade deficit of £207 mil- 
lion ($230 million).’ and the cur- 
rent account was in surplus by 
£193 million ($214 million). 

Exports, aided by the weakness 
of sterling, hit a record for the sec- 
ond successive month at £6.7 bil- 
lion ($7.4 million). 

In 1984, the deficit in man- 
ufactured goods widened to £3.92 
billion ($4.35 billion). The cou- 
ntry fell into deficit on its mer- 
chandise trade only in 1983 for the 
first time since the industrial rev- 
olution. department figures show. 

Britain's oil surplus increased to 
£7.27 billion ($8.06 million) in 
1984. despite a sharp rise in imp- 
orts due to the miners' strike. 

The yearly trade deficit was lar- 
ger than foreign exchange markets 
had expected and caused further 
problems for sterling, already 
badly hit by weak oil prices. The 
pound closed in London at 
$1,105, down from $1.1 183 Thu- 
rsday night and equalling its rec- 
ord low finish here, after touching 


$1.1085 in late trading. 

Sterling closes near 
record lows in New York 
In New York, the British pound 
closed Friday near its record lows 
because of increased worries over 
oil prices, dealers said. 

“With ihe OPEC meeting com- 
ing up. people were nervous about 
staying long on sterling over the 
weekend,” said Mr. Peter Rogers 
of Manufacturers Hanover Trust. 

The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is 
holding a ministerial meeting aga- 
inst a background of a world oil 
glut and price reductions by its 
competitors. 

After hitting a record low for 
New York trading of $1.1060. the 
British currency finished the week 
at $1.1065. Sterling closed Thu- 
rsday at $1.1 180. _ 

Although most trading was in 
the dollar-sterling market, the 
British currency also fell against 
most other major currencies, fal- 
ling to a new low of 3-51 West 
German marks at one stage in the 
afternoon from Thursday’s late 


level of about 3.5250. dealers 
said. 

The dollar ended an erratic 
week on a fairly firm note, rising to 
3.1700 West German marks from 
Thursday’s closing 3.1585. 

The dollar also gained against 
the Swiss franc and the Japanese 
yen. closing at 2.6620 and 254.10 
respectively, compared with 
2.6580 and 253.70 at the previous 
dose. 

Sterling did not receive much 
support from Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s words of 
encouragement Thursday or Fri- 
day's announcement of the imm- 
inent resumption of talks to try to 

- resolve the coal strike, they added. 

Some dealers said they were 
surprised at how effective the rel- 
atively small intervention by 
major central banks on Tuesday 
has been in restraining the dollar’s 
advance. 

“The tendency ts still on the 
upside but no one is prepared to 
push the dollar through the 3.18 
(mark) leveL” said Ms. Elizabeth 
Sloan of Bankamerica Int- 
ernational. 


USSR fails to improve agricultural output 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet agr- 
icultural production remained sta- 
tic from 1983 to 1984, despite a 
planned increase of 6.4 per cent, 
according to official figures pub- 
lished Friday. 

Detailed statistics on the cou- 
ntry's 1984 economic per- 
formance were published in the 
government newspaper Izvestia. 
but following the practice of rec- 
ent years, the gTain harvest figure 
was not included. 

The LLS. Department of Agr- 
iculture estimates the 1984 har- 
vest at 170 million tonnes, some 
70 million below the plan target. 

In 1983, farm production was 
five per cent higher than the pre- 
vious year, which was itself up four 
per cent on 1982. 

Poor agricultural performance 
was the main factor behind overall 


economic growth of only 2.6 per 
cent, short of the 3.1 per cent tar- 
get 

Oil and coal production fell sli- 
ghtly below last year’s levels, but 
industry performed better. 

Output grew 4.2 percent, better 
than the planned 3.8 per cent, 
while industrial labour pro- 
ductivity was up 3.8 per cent, 
compared with the target of 3.4 
per cent. 

Id contrast, productivity in agr- 
iculture improved by only one per 
cent, against a target of 8.5 per 
cent. 

Farm products in 1984 were 
worth 135 billion roubles, $155 
billion at the official Soviet exc- 
hange rate, the same figure as in 
1983. 

As in previous years, the com- 
mentary accompanying the figures 


said grain stocks were sufficient to 
supply the entire Soviet pop- 
ulation with bread and flour. 

Western agricultural expens in 
Moscow said the figures, pro- 
duced by the central statistics off- 
ice. contained no real surprises. 

Cotton and sunflower seed out- 
put, which both fell, were slightly 
lower than they expected and the 
rise in sugarbeet production was 
rather more than they had for- 
ecast. 

However, a drop of nearly one 
million in total pig numbers over 
the year was unexpected, they 
said. 

Production of milk and eggs 
grew slightly, while meat output 
rose to 16.7 million tonnes from 
16.4 million. 

Oil production of 613 million 


tonnes was down three million' 
tonnes on 1983, while coal output 
of 71 2 million tonnes was four mil- 
lion less than the previous year. 

International trade grew by 
nine per cent over 1983, with exp- 
ons slightly outpacing imports. 

The ruling poiitburo. which dis- 
cussed the results Thursday, called 
for greater efforts in a statement 
published in the main newspapers 
Friday. 

It singled out oil and coal as 
weak areas and called for better 
use of farming technology, spare 
parts and fertilisers. 

The statement quoted ailing 
President Konstantin Chernenko, 
who has not been seen in public 
for almost a month, but did not 
make dear whether he Had att- 
ended the poiitburo meeting. 


imbalance in U.S. budget is worsening 


w ASH 1NGTON ( R I — The Uni- 
ted States government was run- 
ning a budget deficit of $72.43 bil- 
lion in the first three monthsof the 

1985 financial year, which began 
last October, the U.S. Treasury 
said Friday. 

The government was nearly S 1 0 
bijlion farther in the red than in 
the same period of fiscal 1984. 
when the deficit was $63.32 bil- 
lion. the treasury said in a monthly 
statement. 

The White House will disclose 
deficit projections for this year 
and beyond when it submits its 

1986 budget to Congress early 
next month. 

Reagan administration sources 
say the imbalance in the gov- 
ernment's books is worsening and 
the Jeficii could hit $205 billion in 
1985 and S21 7 billion next year. 

Those deficits exceed the exi- 
sting record of S 1 95.35 billion reg- 
istered in 1983. In the 1984 fin- 
ancial year, which ended Sep- 
tember 30. 1984. there was a 
$ 175.54 billion deficit. 

Meanwhile, new orders rec- 
eded bv makers of durable goods 


in the United States fell 2.1 per 
cent in December but still posted a 
solid 14.9 per cent gain for all of 
1 984. the Commerce Depanmem 
said Friday. 

The department attributed 
most of the December dip, which 
followed an 8.3 per cent rise in 
November, to a p teep drop in ord- 
ers placed by the Pentagon for mil- 
itary equipment, which were unu- 
sually high in the previous month. 

Excluding the defence category, 
new orders would have fallen only 
0.3 per cent last month. 

Commerce Secretary Malcolm 
Baldrige said the December wea- 
kness in orders partly reflected the 
harmful effect that the strong dol- 
lar is having on American busl- 
ine sses. 

"We must intensify efforts to 
cut budget deficits to reduce int- 
erest rates further and eventually 
lower the foreign exchange value 
of the dollar." he said in a sta- 
tement. 

The dollar’s strength has made 
domestic goods more expensive 
than foreign goods so that more 
orders are being filled by imports. 


Friday’s figures followed news 
earlier in the week that the U.S. 
economy grew 6.8 per cent in 
1984, its best performance since 
1951. 

Advisers oppose further 
car import limits - 

. . .. n “ . 

On the other hand. President 
Reagan's top economic and trade 
advisers are opposed to extending 
limits on Japanese car imports for 
a fifth year, administration sou- 
rces said Friday. 

”1 haven't heard of one (adv- 
iser) that is in favour of keeping 
them." one source told Reuters. 

In an interview with news age- 
ncies earlier this week, U.S trade 
representative Mr. Bill Brock rep- 
eated his longstanding opposition 
to renewal of the quotas, and aides 
say privately that Mr. Baldrige is 
likely to oppose fresh quotas when 
the cabinet formally takes up the 
issue. 

The current quota, set to expire 
on March 31, limits imports of 
Japanese passenger cars to J.S5 
million annually. 


It was imposed by Tokyo in 
1981 under pressure from the 
Reagan administration, which 
warned Japan that failure to order 
restraints might lead the U.S. 
Congress to place statutory limits 
on imports of cars and other Jap- 
anese goods. 

Depiand for the restraints res- 
ulted from the coincidence of rec- 
ord losses by American car com- 
panies. a surge in imports of Jap- 
anese cars and a growing deficit in 
U.S. trade with Japan. 

But the American car firms are 
again making profits and Com- 
merce Department analysts say 
they are poised for another good 
year in 1985 even if the quotas 
end. 

The analysis say Japanese imp- 
orts could climb by 400.000 a year 
if the limits are removed, but 
American producers are also exp- 
ected to sell more cars. 

In addition. Mr. Brock says the 
Japanese cannot compete with 
U.S. manufacturers in the market 
for middle-sized and larger cars, 
from which U.S. firms reap their 
best profits. 


Henkel 

enlightens 

detergent 

industry 

By Sa’ad Hattar 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A highly informative 
symposium on manufacturing 
detergents was held Saturday at 
Amman Marriott Hotel. 

Organised by Henkel group, a 
leading manufacturer of det- 
ergents in West Germany, the 
symposium examined the best 
ways to use raw materials and to 
maximise output without pol- 
luting the environment. 

Henkel experts explained the 
various aspects of the detergent 
industry and outlined guidelines 
to safeguard the environment 
from pollution. They also showed 
films and illustrations to this eff- 
ect 

The experts focused on the ben- 
efit of oils and fats from animals as 
raw materials as well as the imp- 
lementation of measures to ext- 
ract these oils and fats from the 
by-products of the food industries 
relating to soya beans, tallows and 
.coconuts. 

The lecturers emphasised the 
need to boost land cultivation and 
plant protection as means to inc- 
rease yield of oils and fats. 

Mr. Hans-George Bchnisch. 
the product manager of the Deh- 
ydag CD at the Oleochemicals 
Products Research, a division of 
Henkel specialising in upgrading 
means of producing raw materials 
for the techno-chemical and det- 
ergents industry. Dr. Amat Kane, 
technical delegate, marketing rep- 
resentative Mr. Peter Weber, res- 
earch and development director 
Mr. Jngo Wegener and director of 
overseas marketing materials 
supply coordination and special 
business department Mr. Manfred 
Houner Zu Drewer outlined how 
this method can reduce detergent 
prices compared to the use of pet- 
rochemicals as raw materials 
which also cause eutrophication 
and pollution in the lakes and riv- 
ers causing toxic effects on ani- 
mals and environment. 

The experts also reviewed the 
use of chemical raw materials such 
as fatty acids and methyl esters 
which are essential components of 
high performance for jet engines 
lubricants and synthetic andLsemi 
synthetic motor oils. • 1 

They said that fatty alcohols can 
also be used in food making, ext- 
inguishing fires as well as lub- 
ricants. cosmetics, paints and 
other products. 

Commenting on the use as par- 
tial substitution of Alkyl-Benzene 
Sulfonate (ABS) by tallow sul- 
phate, which is surfactants for det- 
ergents industry. Dr. Kane said 
that there are two types of the 
ABS chain: Branched ABS which 
is prohibited in Europe and the 
U.S. — hence it does not meet 
with the environmental level — 
and the linear ABS which has a 
wide spread use because it is bio- 
degradable and does not effect the 
environment and it meets with 
technical transfer at the highest 
level. 


Turnover rises 17 x 
at Amman Finanda 

AMMAN (R) — Turnover in the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM), the official stock exchange, rose 
17.6 per cent in year-end trading last month to four 
million dinars ($9.8 million) from 3.4 million 
($8.3 million) in November, AFM's moat!:, jultetin 
said. 



A total of 3.7 million shares 
were traded and 5.142 contracts 
concluded in December, com- 
pared with 3.6 million shares tra- 
ded and 2.91 0 contracts signed in 
the previous month. 

The AMF share price index Ceil 
2.7 per cent during Dece.ubcr. 

The banking sector accounted 
for 46 percent of the trading, the 
industrial sector 30 per cent, ser- 
vices 14 percent and insurance 10 
per cent. 

Meanwhile. Jordan’s narrowly 


defined M-I money supply fell 2.2 
per com ■ ember, compared 
with O .uber to ^,'.2.6 million din- 
ars ($2.1 billion), but was one per 
cent higher than in November 
1 983. Central Bank of Jordan fig- 
ures showed. 

M-I comprises currency in cir- 
culation plus demand deposits at 
banks. 

The more broadly-defined M-2 
aggregate, which also includes 
time deposits, rose 0.6 per cent to 
1.73 billion dinars ($4.2 billion). 


and was 10.2 percent higher ih:.n 
in November lit*.! year. 

Total assets and liabilities of the 
banking system rose «l.9 per cen. 
to 2.29 billion dinars ($5.6 billion i 
from 2 27 billion dinars tS5.5 bil- 
lion) in October, and was six pcs 
cent higher th.ui in Nmembes 
1983. 

Gold and foreign exchange res- 
erves fell to 587.5 million dinar- 
from 609.5 million dinars in Oct- 
ober and (*51.6 million dinars ir. 
No\ ember last year. 

The central bjnk's industry! 
production index was In2.8 (base 
1979) m November, down 15 pet 
cent Irom October. 

The overall com of living inde* 
was 128.9 tbase I98UI. 0.3 per 
cent higher 
month. 


than the previous. 


OPEC faces 
major task 

GENEVA (R> — A confrontation 
between producers of light and 
heavy grades of crude oil app- 
eared to be in the making Sat- 
urday as delegates gathered for 
Monday's meeting of the 13- 
nation Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

Oil ministers arriving for the 
committee meetings which pre- 
cede the full conference ail agreed 
that the price gap should be red- 
uced between the lightest and 
heaviest grades. 

This so-called differential at 
present amounts to about $3.75. 
But the crux of the problem is 
whether to raise the price of the 
currently popular heavy oils or to 
lower that of OPECs expensive 
light grades. 

.Algerian Oil Minister Bel- 
kacem Nabi said Saturday he wan- 
ted the gap made "as narrow as 
possible — less than $2." 

Iraqi Oil Minister Qassem 
Ahmad Taqi, whose country also 
produces lighter grades, told Reu- 
ters it should be reduced by pus- 
hing up the price of heavy crudes. 

Ministerial sources in the del- 
egation from the United Arab 
Emirates, another light crude 
producer, predictably voiced the 
same opinion. 

But Saudi Arabia's Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani was quoted in Alg- 
eria Friday as saying" we dont int- 
end to raise heavies.” 

Still OPECs most influential 
force. Saudi Arabia along with 
other heavy crude producers agr- 
eed only fast month to add 50 
cents to their price. 

Several ministers have ruled out 
a change in the “benchmark" 
price of $29 for a barrel of Arab 
light crude — the basis on which 
all other prices are determined. 

"The benchmark is not on the 
agenda.” said Mr. Nabi. 

But adherence to this mark 
would not solve OPECs basic 
problem that free market price 
levels for light crudes are welh 
below those it officially tries to 
dictate. 

In a rate moment of candour, 
one Gulf delegate told Reuters he 
privately considered the ben- 
chmark should be “what the mar- 
ket will bear." 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


Cap/ngM IW 4 tin Riuuki «<d Vi** 





"They're a gift from Stanley's cooking 
teacher — asbestos salad bowls!' 1 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arrow and Bob Lee 


Unscramble mesa tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words 


NICCY 



mm 

mm 



TAREF 



■MB 



DOAZICj 




□ 

J 



REMMEB 


■MB 

■ 

■Ml 


7/HAT THE PRICES 
OF SOME OF 
[THOSE FROZEN FOOPS I 
DEFINITELY WEREN'T. 


Now arrange the Girded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


yesterdays 


— ^■■ii xxxxt 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; PUPIL EPOCH CORPSE ' FROLIC 
Answer They might be UP CLOSE— "COUPLES" 


Peanuts 



I JUST HEARP THAT YOUR 
6S5AY ON WHAT YOU 
PIP WRING CHRI5TMA5 
, VACATION WON THRALL- , 
I CHY 5CH00L ESSAY CONTEST ■ 


'(DU WROTE ABOUT 
L00KIN6 AT THE CL0UP5, 
REMEMBER ? AN YUlAY, 

! you won ..congratulations' 



PO^T WIFE YOUR 
tears Away with 

YOUR FRENCH FRIES, SIR 

nr 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



^ „ , YOU SHOULD 

Bk — i I I BE ASHAMED 
'A OFY'SELF-!. 

— Si 




=3 C 

□ ' 


z 



IT'SONIYA POUND. 
LOOK IN THE FAPERV 
AND SEE WHAT IT'S ) 
WORTH. 




iPll never sink 
\AS lOWASTHE 
LENGTHS yOU 1 LL 
K. GOTO 
r V GET 
ONE t PALll 
[S.. 


Turkish central bank 

to expand 


ANKARA (R) — Gold trading in Turkey, which began in Istanbul 
fasi month. is to be extended to three other cities, ft decree in the 
official gazelle said Saturday. 

Central bank branches in Ankara. Izmir and Adana will begin 
buying and selling gold un Feb. I . it said. 

Trading at the central bank branch in Istanbul was opened last 
Dec. 1 5 as a way ot crushing a ihrtv ing unofficial market at the citv- 
covered bazaar. 

The sales are also viewed by the go\ernmcni as u weapon again-l 
inflation — now around 54 percent on an annual basis — in that ihc\ 
absorb money from the market, thev added. 

The central bank cold sales will stop on davs u hen world market* 
are closed. Saturday’s decree said. 


W ’W'YOUR DAILY 

Horosco 

from the Carroll Rlghter Institute 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JAN. 27. 8985 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day and evening when 
you are apt to act hastily. Double-check whatever arises 
as your judgment is not at- its best and communications 
can be unsatisfactory', 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) It’s important you are 
most conventional today even though inward pleasure 
is great to do otherwise. Be happy. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You are apt to upset 
the applecart today since you are discontent, but remain 
calm and know that you are doing fine. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be careful not to get 
into any new interests that do not appeal to you and 
which another may try to pressure you into. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Use care in 
any public activities and keep out of trouble. Not a good 
day to ask a bigwig for favors. 

LEO {JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Any risks you take today 
could bring trouble, so use much care. Avoid that new 
acquaintance whose ideas are radically different. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You have made promises 
that should be kept today without fail. Don't ring up 
any disputative subjects with a good friend. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Although you like to 
carefully analyze a matter before reaching a decision, 
a partner might try to hasten you into it. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) Make this a day of rest 
so that you can restore your energies and be ready for 
a busy week ahead. Y'ou can learn a great deal now. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Y'ou want to lam- 
bast your mate for some fancied wrong, and this would 
not be wise. Be more kind and tactful instead. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Don’t try to force 
your views on those who dwell with you or a bad quar- 
rel could result. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Make this Sunday 
a quiet and sensible one and don’t go r unn ing around 
hither and yon. Avoid a possible accident. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Plan how you can get 
your money matters in better shape, and don't make any 
investments or spend beyond your ken. 


THE Daily Crossword by Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 

1 



4 

5 Sway loosely 
9 Nurtured 

13 Heavy element 

14 Masterpiece by 
Michelangelo 

ii 


_J 


it 




H 




15 Flow slowly 

16 Terrestrial 


s 

72 

bird 

" 


19 Marked with 

51 




20 H — ala Time" 

» 




22 Urban dweller 

23 Rounder 

a 




through water 

« 



B 

26 11 O 


« 


30 Harmless soul 

SI 

ti 



31 Nobleman 
33 Island oft 

St 




Venenela 

35 Wings 

36 Narrow openings 

«l 




u 





39 Hot drink 

41 Friend in 
Amiens 

42 Team at Shea 

43 Eye 

44 Sea bird 
46 Spring up 
46 Pear-shaped 

Instruments 

50 Eli Whitney's 
brainchild 

51 A Vanderbilt 
53 Painting by 

Winslow Homer 

56 Places 
59 Triedoutacar 

61 Canadian- bom 
singer 

62 Escape the 
notice ot 

S3 Be concerned 

64 —up (present) 

65 Walter — Mare 

66 N.C. college 

DOWN 

1 Melodies 

2 Fox or turkey 

3 Jungle sound 

4 Pointed lo 


19W Tiitune MMU Sewirw. ine 
aii Rqnn RrwrviM 



5 Penalize 
fi Furnish 

7 Had dinner 

8 Conditional 
release 

9 Portends 

10 Inns 

11 Pound 

12 Say it isn't so 
14 Doughboy's 

wear 

17 Weather word 
21 PartofN.B. 

23 Conductor bdrn 
in Hungary 

24 Dye 

25 Barricades 

26 — lime 

28 Wane 

29 Letters Irom 
Athens 

30 Roman statesman 
32 Milne and Palon 
3< Think about 

oM limes 
37 Passage into 
the ocean 


Yesterday's Puzzia Solwd: 


nncin mnana 

r-innn naaoii onnu 
nnuin-onfiaa: 



40 Abominable 
snowman 
45 Brought up 
47 Mature 
49 Husband ol 
Bathsneba 
51 Joyful 


52 Anderson olTV 

53 Artist Steinberg 

54 Norse poetry 

55 Lal.abbr. 

56 Sporting fish 

57 Actress Barb >'a 
60 Corrida che^; 


\ *' 

v\ 
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India celebrates Republic 
Day amid tight security 


NEW DELHI (R) — Tight stc'irity was clamped on 
New Delhi Saturday during IdojVs Republic Day 
parade of tanks, jet fighters, elephants and saffron- 
robed monks. 


Security forces manned roa- 
dblocks, guarded road bridges and 
frisked people, some of whom 
slept on the streets overnight to be 
assured of a place at the cer- 
emony. 

President Zail Singh, acc- 
ompanied by Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and guest of honor 
President Raul AJfonsin of Arg- 
entina, reviewed a column of 
Soviet-built T-72 tanks and Sikh 
infantry from a dais which the 
Press Trust of India l PTI) news 
agency said was protected by 
bullet-proof glass. 

A government statement issued 
before the parade said about one 
million people were expected to 
attend the event, which marks the 
anniversary of the introduction of 
the Indian constitution on Jan. 26. 
1950. 

Mr. Gandhi, flanked by security 
guards, wore a tight-fitting quilted 
coal resembling a bullet-proof 
jacket. 

Helicopters dropped rose petals 


as schoolgirls on floats followed 
army and police units, including 
the fndo-Tibetan Security Force 
which is used as an “anti- 
terrorist" unit in the capital. A 
security man accompanied each 
float. 

India's oldest cavalry regiment. 
Skinner's Horse, was equipped 
with modem T-72 tanks in cam- 
ouflage paint while Sikh and Gur- 
kha infantry marched to the tune 
of “Colonel Bogey." 

PTT said teams of security men 
checked weapons and tanks to 
ensure that no ammunition was 
carried in the two- hour parade. 

The Hindustan Times new- 
spaper said Saturday four ass- 
assination squads armed with sop- 
histicated weapons had pen- 
etrated Delhi with orders to kill 
Mr. 5ingH and Mr. Gandhi. 

It said a massive manhunt has 
started after intelligence showed 
gunmen from India's Punjab state 
had entered Delhi on a mission to 
kill Zail Singh and Mr. Gandhi. 


The paper quoted intelligence 
reports as saying that the four 
“terrorists" squads had been tra- 
ined by Pakistan’s military int- 
elligence organisation. 

Islamabad has denied charges 
by India that extremists waging a 
hit-and-run war for an ind- 
ependent Sikh state in Punjab 
have received arms and training in 
Pakistan. 

Meanwhile India's spy scandal 
has taken a new turn with a sus- 
pect from Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi's office saying he was fal- 
sely implicated in the affair. 

PTI said T.N. Kher, personal 
assistant to Mr. Gandhi's principal 
secretary, had applied for bail and 
the application would be heard on 
Monday. 

PTI quoted him as saying he had 
been falsely implicated and had 
been unable to meeL his family or 
lawyer since his arrest. 

Mr. Kher was one of at least 15 
people, including six staff from , 
Mr. Gandhi's secretariat, reported 
to have been arrested on suspicion 
of spying. About 1.500 people 
have been questioned. 

Mr. Gandhi's principal sec- 
retary. P.C. Alexander, resigned 


when the scandal broke last week. 

More than 200 documents on 
arms purchases, defence plans, 
cabinet decisions and policy pap- 
ers on neighbouring countries 
were leaked, according to press 
reports. 

Newspapers bave said France, 
the United States, West Germany 
and the Soviet Union were all inv- 
olved and the Times of India new- 
spaper said Saturday that India 
was likely to take measures aga- 
inst France. 

“The French involvement, 
which undoubtedly went miles 
beyond snooping... is going to cost 
her dearly both in terms of pol- 
itical lies with India and com- 
mercial deals through which the 
French were hoping to make sev- 
eral million dollars," it said. 

Press reports have implicated 
two French nationals as well as 
France's deputy military attache 
in Delhi. Lt.-Col. Alain Bolley. 
who returned to Paris last Mon- 
day. 

Col. Bolley has denied all- 
egations he was linked with the 
scandal and the French embassy 
refused to comment.on reports of 
French links with the espionage. 



I WARMING UP: U.S. President Ronald 

»gan lets loose a show ball outside the White 
I House Friday after returning from speaking at the 


Constitution Hail to government appointees. An] 
aide to the president looks on (A P wirephoto) 


U.N. chief to discuss border fighting 
during visit to Vietnam on Monday 


BANGKOK (R) — U.N. Sec- 
retary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar Saturday condemned all 
military activity along the Thai- 
Kampuchean border and said he 
would raise the reported Vie- 
tnamese shelling of a Kam- 
puchean civilian camp with Hanoi. 

He told reporters after meeting 
Thai Foreign Minister Siddhi Sav- 
etsila that he had not been off- 
icially briefed by U.N. officials on 
the Vietnamese attack on Dong 
Rak refugee camp on Thursday in 
which 1 R civilians were killed and 
at least 28 were wounded. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar, who is 
due to visit Vietnam on Monday, 
said hts tour of South East Asia 
would be futile if the shelling was 
not discussed in his talks with Vie- 
tnamese leaders. 

“I would especially regret it if . 
civilian casulaties were involved,” 
he said. 


The Thai military said the 
three-hour Vietnamese attack on 
Kampuchean civilians seot ano- 
ther 22.000 refugees streaming 
into Thailand. 

The refugees are followers of 
Son Sann. leader of the non- 
Communist Kampuchean Peo- 
ple's National Liberation Front 
(KPNLFl. whose guerrillas have 
been the main target of the current 
Vietnamese dry-season offensive 
along the frontier. 

Son Sann. in an interview with 
Reuters on the border, asked the 
world to condemn the Dong Rak 
attack and said he hoped the U.N. 
leader could visit its uprooted 
population inside Thailand Sun- 
day when he visits the border area. 

“I feel their misforture in my 
.flesh and blood. I had previously 
predicted that the Vietnamese 
would kill our civilians but no one 
believed me,” he said. 


.S. court sentences 3 
Armenians for bomb plot 


The 73-year-old former Kam- 
puchean premier waded through a 
mass of milling refugees, women 
on one side and men on rhe other, 
■when he visited them Saturday. 

Speaking through a bullhorn, he 
told them that the attack showed 
that after taking away their land 
Hanoi was trying to exterminate 
the Kampuchean people. 

“The shelling of a purely civ- 
ilian camp proves that Vietnam 
has no qualms about killing the 
innocent" he said. 

Meanwhile Chinese Foreign - 
Minister Wu Xueqian said Sat- 
urday Peking would do what it 
could to meet requests for more 
military aid by non-Communist 
Kampuchean guerrillas. 

Speaking to reporters on arrival 
for a five-day visit to Singapore. 
Mr. Wu said China would con- 
tinue supporting the coalition 
government of democratic Kam- 
puchea headed by Prince Nor- 
odom Sihanouk. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Three 
Armenians, described by a pro- 
secutor as pan of the fabric of ter- 
rorism. were sentenced to a total 
of ISyears imprisonment for plo- 
tting to bomb the offices of the 
Turkish consul general in Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Viken Hovsepian. 24. was sen- 
tenced to six years imprisonment: 
Kaming Sakissian. 31. to five 
years imprisonment, and Steven 
Dadaian. 22, to four years. 

In a courtroom packed with 
Armenians, U.S. federal judge 
Mariana Pfaelzcr tempered a call 


by the prosecution to send a mes- 
sage round the world to terrorists 
by issuing stiff prison sentences. 

The sentences could have ran- 
ged up to 25 years for Hovsepian. 

The consulate general was not 
attacked, but the accused were 
alleged to have transported exp- 
losives across American state bor- 
ders. 

Armenian organisations have in 
the past claimed bomb attacks on 
Turkish offices were in retaliation 
for what they say was the massacre 
of 1.5 million Armenians during 
World War 1. 



BY CHARLES GOREN 
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MISSING THE HEART OF THE MATTER 
East- West vulnerable. South his original intention and bid 


deals. 

NORTH 
♦ Q9853 
J107 
0 QJ 
+ K43 
WEST 
♦ A7 
?K65 
0 98742 
+ 1096 


EAST 
+ 64 

V A8432 
0 AS3 
*872 


SOUTH 
+ KJ102 
<?Q9 
O K 106 
* AQJ5 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 + Pass 

2 + Pass 4 ♦ Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of 0 . 

For deception to succeed, 
you don't need the big lie. It 
is usually sufficient to deflect 
the attention from the crucial 
suit to another, as this 
example highlights. 

North intended to employ 
the S layman Convention as 
an invitational sequence over 
his partner's no trump open- 
ing. However, when South 
showed a spade suit. North 
changed his mind and barged 
into game. Because of his col- 
lection of quacks (as queens 
and jacks are known in the 
trade)* he might have been 
wiser to carry through with 


only three spades. 

West led a diamond, and 
declarer thought that he had 
seen better contracts. But 
when East won the ace of 
diamonds and continued the 
suit, declarer saw a ray of 
light. If the opponents could 
be convinced to attack clubs 
rather hearts, he might get 
home. So. at trick two, 
declarer won the king of 
diamonds and continued with 
the 10. Since one heart 
discard would avail him 
naught, he sluffed a club from 
dummy! 

Next came the king of 
spades, taken by West's ace. 
Impressed by declarer's 
haste to get rid of one of 
dummy’s dubs, that worthy 
could hardly wait to get the 
10 of clubs on the table. 
Declarer won in dummy, 
drew the outstanding 
trumps, then took, his clubs 
to sluff two hearts from the 
table. Tbe defenders ended 
up getting just one trick in 
each suit except clubs. 

Whether West should 
have been taken in bv 
declarer's ruse is open to 
question. Had he stopped to 
count declarer’s points, he 
would have found that there 
was no way declarer could 
have enough for an opening 
no trump bid without either 
the ace or queen of clubs. 


Taiwan to hold 
open trial 
of suspected 
killers of writer 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan, fearing 
long-lasting damage to its rep- 
utation, especially its ties with the 
United States, will soon try in pub- 
lic those suspected of murdering a 
Chinese-American writer in Cal- 
ifornia last year, a ruling Kuo- 
mintang (Nationalist) Party off- 
icial said Saturday. 

The official, who preferred not 
to be named, said the government 
was determined to get to the bot- 
tom of the murder but declined to 
say when the trial would take 
place. 

Two “Bamboo Union" gang 
leaders. Chen Chi-Li and Wu Tun. 
have been named by U.S. aut- 
horities as suspects in the killing of 
Henry Liu. 52, a critic of Taiwan's 
Nationalist government, who was 
shot dead in Daly City. California, 
on Oct. 15. 

Taiwan has also detained three 
senior intelligence officers. Vice- 
Admiraj Wang Hsi-Ling. Maj. 
Gen. Hu Yi-Min. head and deputy 
head of the intelligence bureau, 
and Chen Hu-Men, a deputy dep- 
artment head of the bureau, in 
connection with the murder. 

A U.S. State Department spo- 
kesman in Washington said: 
"Obviously, the involvement of 
members of an intelligence org- 
anisation is a very serious matter." 

Several members of Taiwan’s 
parliament have said that unless 
the government took swift action 
to bring those responsible to jus- 
tice its reputation and its ties with 
the United States could be ser- 
iously damaged. 

A U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives subcommittee has 
already said it would launch hea- 
rings into Liu’s murder which 
could lead to a hail in U.S. arms J 
sales to Taiwan. 

Ties between Washington and 
Taipei were strained in 1 982 when 
a Chinese- American professor, 
also a critic of government pol- 
icies, was found dead on the cam- 
pus of Taipei's National Taiwan 
University. 

Taiwanese authorities said pro- 
fessor Chen Wcn-Chen, com- 
mitted suicide following brief det- 
ention by security officials, but 
Taiwanese dissidents in the Uni- 
ted States claimed he was mur- 
dered. 


Pope starts 
tour of 
L. America 

ROME (R) — Pope John Paul left 
Rome Saturday on the 25th for- 
eign trip of his papacy, a 12-day 
visit to Latin America which is 
expected to address the urgent 
social and religious ^problems of 
the region. 

Officials at Rome's Fiumicino 
Airport said the Pope took off at 
10.40 a.m. for what will be his 
sixth visit to a continent which is 
going through its worst economic 
crisis in 50 years. 

From oil-rich Venezuela, the 
pontiff will go to impoversihed 
Ecuador and Peru and the Car- 
ibbean state of Trinidad and Tob- 
ago on his sixth tour of the region. 

President Jaime Lusinchi will 
welcome the Pope when he arrives 
at Maiquetia Airport. 17 kil- 
ometres outside Caracas. 

During his 72-hour stay, the 
Pope will visit the oil city of Mar- 
acaibo. Merida in the Andes and 
the industrial city of Ciudad Gua- 
yana on the Orinoco River. 

Local church officials say Ven- 
ezuela is facing a crisis of morals 
following the affluence of an oil- 
fed boom in the 1970s and hope 
the visit will revive a declining 
faith. 

“We expect the Pope to touch 
on the riches of recent years, the 
easy living and the corruption it 
Has generated." Monsignor Bal- 
tazar Porras. ’coordinator of the 
visit, said. 

On the drive up lo the capital 
from the seaside airport, the Pope 
will see the slums sprawling out of 
the Caracas Valley into the sur- 
rounding hills, manifesting the 
contrast between rich and poor. 

Over the past week, soldiers 
have been planting trees and cle- 
aning up the route to the Mir- 
aflores Presidential Palace, where 
the Pontiff will meet Mr. Lusinchi 
for an hour. 

Mr. Lusinchi Friday night par- 
doned 23 criminals in a traditional 
gesture and banned civilians from, 
bearing firearms during the 
Papal visit. 

Much of the S6 million being 
spent on the visit has gone on cle- 
aning up Caracas. The Miraflores 
Palace has received a new coat of 
paint and the ubiquitous city pot- 
holes are being filled. 


Iran denies arming Nicaragua 


MANAGUA.- Nicaragua (Age- 
ncies) — Iranian Prime Minister 
Mir-Hossein Mousavi has denied 
that his government is arranging 
additional oil shipments to Nic- 
aragua or selling arms to the leftist 
Sandinista government. 

“I am very astonished to hear 
about arms denis." Mr. Mousavi 
said at a news conference. There is* 
nothing (rue about the reports, he 
said. 

“Nicaragua does not need our 
arms." Mr. Mousavi said. “It is 
armed with its determination and 
its faith." 

Mr. Mousavi spoke with rep- 
orters at Managua's airport as he 
ended a two-day visit to Nic- 
aragua. 

Iran's official News Agency 
(IR.NA) reported earlier Friday 
that Mr. Mousavi had wished the 
Sandinista government success in 
its fight against the U.S.-backed 
rebels and said his country “will 
always be by. the side of Nic- 
aragua." 

The White House said Friday it 
believed Iran was supporting ihe 


left-wing Sandinist government in 
Nicaragua politically and was also 
discussing the supply of oil and 
arms funds to the Central Ame- 
rican country. 

The visit of Iranian Prime Min- 
ister Mir-Hossein Mousavi to 
Managua this week was evidence 
of Tehran’s political backing, spo- 
kesman Robert Sims said. 

He said Iran was discussing the 
possibility of an oil deal with Nic- 
aragua. currently supplied by (he 
Soviet Union and Mexico, as well 
as an arrangement to provide 
money for arms. 

“Iran is in the process of pro- 
viding assistance and supporting 
the Sand in is tas ... Wc have been 
concerned for some time by the 
additional involvement from out- 
side the hemisphere." he said. 

He declined to confirm a U.S. 
newspaper report that Mr. Mou- 
savi was the “kingpin in the Ira- 
nian terrorist operation." but 
added: “Mousavi is believed to 
have some unusual portfolios in 
the Iranian cabinet." 

A senior administration official. 


sho asked not to be identified, said 
Iranian embassy officials in Man- 
agua had contacts with Col- 
ombia's M-l 9 guerrilla group. 

“Adding the Iranian element of 
sophistication, its brand of ter- 
rorism and its enmity for the Uni- 
ted States is troublesome for us." 
the official said. 

President Reagan Thursday 
spoke of “ a new danger in Central 
America" in what he called Iran's 
support for the Sandinist gov- 
ernment. which the United States 
has accused of exporting rev- 
• elution in the region. 

He also cited danger from “the 
support of the PLO (Palestine 
Liberation Organisation) and Col. 
OadhafT s Libya" tor Nicaragua. 

Mr. Sims said Nicaragua had 
boosted its mitiiary buildup since 
last June, expanding .its active 
armed forces by 1 2,000. 

It also had added 50 tanks, bri- 
nging the total lo 150. and 13 
combat helicopters, including five 
attack craft “of the type used in 
AfgS n ; mn", bringing (heir 
o 31. 


YIP tried to seduce Thatcher, MP says 


LONDON (R) — A sensational 
account of how a tipsy VIP tried to 
seduce Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher has Britain abuzz with 
curiosity about who the suitor 
might be. 

Members of parliament listened 
in astonishment Friday as Nic- 
holas Fairbairn, former solicitor 
general for Scotland, recounted 
how Mrs. Thatcher was pro- 
positioned during a party at Edi- 
nburgh's Holyrood Palace, 

Informed that she had always 
been the object of tbe dignitary’s 
desire. Mr. Thatcher was said to 
have cooled his ardour by saying: 
“Quite Right. You have very good 
taste but I just don’t think you 
would make it at the moment.” 

“Who is the mystery man?" 
were the words on the Ups of the 
entire political world, the popular 
Daily Express said. 

“Could the spumed suitor have 
been Fairbairn himself?" it ven- 
tured. 

Even the usually sober Daily 


Telegraph admitted that there was 
a certain amount of interest 
among members of parliament. 

The question remains una- 
nswered. 

After the session in parliament, 
where legislators were debating a 
bill to stop motorists soliciting 
women. Mr. Fairbairn declined to 
elaborate. 

Fearing that he had already 
been indiscreet he said with a 
smile: “Just imagine it was me." 

Mrs. Thatcher. 59. was not in 
parliament to hear Mr. Fairbaira's 
story. He said it highlighted a flaw 
in the sexual offences bill, which 
would make it an offence for a 
man to solicit a woman for sexual 
ends in a way “likely to cause her 
fear." 

Mr, Fairbairn. who served for 
three years in the Scottish legal 
post before resigning in 1982, 
wondered aloud if what happened 
to Mrs. Thatcher would have been 
an offence under the proposed 
law. 


He said the incident took place 
while he was in office and acc- 
ompanying the prime minister 
when she was a palace guest of the 
Lord High Commissioner of the 
Church of Scotland. 

Spokesman for Mrs. Thatcher 
declined comment. 

In his objections to parts of the 
bill, Mr. Fairbairn also said of its 
woman sponsor, fellow Con- 
servative Janet Fookes: “I have 
always been attracted to her and I 
have never actually dared to ask 
her if she would go to bed with me. 

“But after this I would have to 
say to myself — how am I going to 
put ft to her so that it’s not likely to 
cause her fear?" 

Mr. Fairbairn quit his gov- 
ernment post after controversy 
over a decision not to prosecute 
three alleged rapists in the Sco- 
ttish city of Glassgow. fn 1981 he 
refused to resign after a woman 
secretary allegedly tried to kill 
herself outside his home. 


Chinese told to ‘forget class struggle’ 


PEKING (AP) — There's been 
too piuch useless spouting of Mar- 
xist phrases and political slogans 
in Communist China's 35-year 
history, party" officials in Peking 
have been told by their pro- 
paganda chief. 

Mao Tsetung's directives to 
“take class struggle as the key 
link" and "put politics above eve- 
rything else" should be discarded, 
propaganda boss Wang Darning 
told the city's 5.000 political cad- 
res. according to a report Saturday 
in the official ' English-language, 
China Daily. 

At a meeting on ideological 


problems in posL-Mao China Mr. 
Wang said party representatives 
should drop their bossy image and 
win people over through friendly 
chats. 

“Cadres should convince peo- 
ple by reasoning and win them 
over by sympathy, not by coe- 
rcion." the official Xinhua News 
Agency quoted Mr. Wang assay- 
ing. 

Labelling and victimising peo- 
ple, a practice rampant during the 
1966-76 “Cultural Revolution," 
must be abolished completely. Mr. 
Wang said. . 

He held up the example of 


Ouan Xueqian. 48. a woman pro- 
paganda chief at Peking's motor 
vehicle plant. Fellow workers visit 
her at home to say what's on their 
minds and seek help in solving 
problems. 

Wang said that in addition to 
studying political and economic, 
theories, science, technology and 
psychology, cadres should watch 
more films and theater and read 
novels to tune into the common 
language of the people. 

He called on cadres to allay 
fears that the price reforms ann- 
ounced last Oct. 20 will lead to 
spiralling inflation , 


Moscow denounces Silesian article as madness’ 


MOSCOW (R) — The official 
Soviet News Agency TASS Sat- 
urday denounced a Silesian exile 
newspaper article envisaging a 
West German “liberation" of 
parts of Eastern Europe and said 
only a madman could have tho- 
ught it up. 

Referring to the paper's des- 
cription of West German forces 
marching into adjacent Com- 
munist countries, TASS said: “Let 
us not dwell on the seriousness” of 
such an approach to the solution 
of the ‘German question’ ". 

The report was “nonsense cap- 
able of originating only in (he head 
of a madman." the TASS com- 
mentary said. 

TASS said what was more imp-, 
ortant about the article in the lea- 
gue of Silesian exiles' newspaper 
Der Schlesier was that it showed 
how the group was putting pre- 
ssure on Bonn. The league was 
“demanding patronage and alm- 
ost coparticipation”. TASS said. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's gov- 
ernment Friday condemned the 
Silesian article, which had further 
fuelled a controversy over his dec- 


ision to attend the league's rally in 
June. 

The league represents Germans 
and their descendants from Sil- 
esia. once a German province, 
which became pan of Poland after 
the defeat of Nazi Germany in 
1945. 

TASS said the Silesian article 
gave Bonn the chance to ponder 
again its opinion that there was no 
“revanchism" in West Germany. 
In Soviet Bloc parlance, rev- 
anchism means campaigning to 
regain territories lost' during 
World War II. 

A separate article .in the Com- 
munist Party daily Pravda made 
no mention of the league article 
but defended Moscow’s criticism 
of what Moscow sees as rev- 
anchist tendencies in West Ger- 
many. 

Pravda commentator Yevgeny 
Grigoryev said the Silesian Lea- 
gue, with the aid of some West 
German newspapers, was uying to 
kindle nationalistic and cha- 
uvinistic sentiments. 

"There are quite a few such 
revanchist; alliances in West 


Germany. Henceithere is no need 
to try to find revanchism there 
while it declares itself so openly 
and provocatively," he wrote in an 
article headlined “Why Look For 
Revanchism?" 

The Soviet media mounted a 
tough campaign against Bonn last 
August and September. Western 
diplomats saw the campaign, 
which had since died down sli- 
ghtly. as Moscow's way of putting 
pressure on East German leader 
Erich Honecker to cancel a pla- 
nned trip to Bonn. He postponed 
rhe visit last September. 

, Diplomats have said they exp- 
ect the campaign to pick up again 
.as preparations get under way for 
the 40th anniversary of victory 
over Nazi Germany; 

Mr. Kohl's government called 
the article “iiresponsible, dam- 
aging and foolish", saying it con- 
tradicted the attitude of peace and 
reconciliation shown by the exiles 
for 40 years. 

The government expected the 
league to take steps against those 
responsible for the article, a sta- 
tement added. 


The league claims to represent 
the millions of Germans and their 
descendants who fled or were exi- 
led from Silesia, the once-German 
province which became part of 
Poland after Nazi Germany's def- 
eat in 1 945, The group’s June rally 
in Hanover is expected to draw 
some 150.000 people. 

The .article fantasised: “Only 
sections of the armed forces in 
Czechoslovakia and Poland pro- 
vide resistance, which is soon bro- 
ken.” 

It added; “...The.overwhelming 

* majority of the people greeL the 
Germans as liberators.” 

The Soviet Union, collapsing 
under a war with China and a Mu£ 
Jim uprising in Central Asia, 
makes no attempt to stop the 
Germans .retaking territories of 
the former Reich, it said. 

"The day of German reu- 
nification had come ~ without 
war," it added. 

Earlier this week Poland, Cze- 
choslovakia and East Germany 
denounced Mr. Kohl's plan to 
address the “revanchist” eat- 
hering. B 



10 men held for 
planning to kidnap 
footballer 

ROME (R) — Police arrested 10 
suspected mafia members who 
they said had once planned to kid- 
nap Paolo Roberto Falcao. 
Brazilian-frorn star of the Italian 
first division soccer club Roma.. 
Police said the 10. who were arr- 
ested on charges of mafia-style 
conspiracy and drug- trafficking, 
were part of a group which had 
made plans in 1 9*2 to abduct Fal- 
cao. They said the group had col- 
lected information on the habits 
and movements of the Brazilian 
midfielder, but had to abandon 
their plan after some of their 
number were arrested on drugs 
and conspiracy charges. 

Pirates attack 
ships at Kenyan port 

MOMBASA. Kenya (AP) ~ 
Tugs known as “canoe pirates" 
have attacked and robbed five 
foreign ships anchored midstream 
off this Indian Ocean port during 
the past month, police and shi- 
pping sources said Friday. Three 
suspects were arrested Monday 
while trying lo sneak onto a fre- 
ighter. they said. The sources said 
a seaman aboard an Jrish-flag 
ship, the Irish Cedar, held by aut- 
horities here after offloading 
20,000 metric tons of Thai maize 
(corn), sustained serious stab 
wounds in a pirate attack last 
week. Shipping officials com- 
plained that incidents were now 
occurring at the rate of three to 
four a month. Pirates, paddling 
canoes as dark settles on the port's 
mooring basin, climb aboard ships 
and then break open containers, 
they added. 

Teenager charged 
with killing soldier 
when 12-year-old 

BELFAST (R) — A 16-year-oM 
youth in Northern Ireland has 
been charged with murdering a 
soldier four years ago. when he 
was only 12 years old. The youth, 
who was not named, appeared 
befofe a magistrate in Enniskillen. 
County Fermanagh. He was rem- 
anded in custody for a week. He 
was charged with murdering a 
member of the locally-recruited, 
mainly part-time Ulster Defence 
Regiment, who was shot dead in 
Lisnakea. near Enniskillen, in 
June 1981. He was also charged 
with possessing two rifles with int- 
ent to endanger life, collecting 
information about security forces 
likely to be of use to terrorists, and 
belonging to a banned org- 
anisation. He is due to appear in 
court in Belfast on Monday. 

Mitterrand rubs 
shoulders with . . 

Asterix 

ANGOULEME, France (R) — 
President Francois Mitterrand 
shook off the cares of the adult 
world Saturday for a brief plunge 
into the comic strip Fantasy Land 
of Asterix, Tin Tin. and Sup- 
erman. A beaming Mitterrand, 
surrounded by wide-eyed you- 
ngsters. flipped through the adv- 
entures of the world's comic book 
heroes during a visit to the 14th 
edition of the International Comic 
Strip Fair in. this south-western 
town. “ I want to support projects 
that touch on our lifestyle and our 
creative capacities." he told rep- 
orters. In return for the pre- 
sidential approval, cartoonists 
made Mr. Mitterrand ihe hero of 
the day. Le Monde made him a 
sullen punk and local papers sho- 
wed Tin Tin teaching him the' 
bam. wham ouch” of comic strip 
jargon. Although the United Sta- 
tes leads the world in the pro- 
duction of comic strips and car- 
toons, France is regarded as a 
tront runner m the publication- of 
the sophisticated comic album 
read by children and adults alike. 


Australia still has 
safest airlines 

LONDON (R) _ Australia 
tines have now held ihv wot! 
ety record for more than 30 1 
ihe British weekly Flight 
ernaiionaJ has reported, 
ndinavian companies racket 
°nd on the list and" the S 
union, Turkey, Egypt and 
one$ia stood at the borton 
magazine said after surveyix 
safety records of 1 8 leadings 
countries from 1973 to 1984. 
atns and engineers of tbe 
irauqn airlines Arisen and Q 
attributed the safety levels t 
2G» respect foe autl 
thout fear, tbe magazine 





